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iPREFACfi* 



If a book do not apologize for itself, it 13 
in vain for the author to attempt it, by a preface : 
I shall therefore only declare the nature and in* 
tent of this publication* 

Indeed it contains little morfe, than the history 
of my heart, that forge of iniquity ; and my 
conscience, that friendly, but too often neglect- 
ed moniton By men in general, this latter is 
hated, because, as far as informed, it boldly tells 
the truth ; and their grand endeavour seems to 
be, to lay it asleep, or to render it as insensible, 
as if seared with an hot iron* Through the 
deceitfulness of the human heart, the allure- 
ments of the world, and the artifices of Satan, 
this, at length, is commonly accomplished ; 
and in the mean time, they deafen thenj^elves 
to its remonstrances, by living in a c€f^||Qual 
noise and bustle. The conflict in ni)!^^^!^^- 
tween these two is here related : and some ac- 
count given of the artifices, which Satan, in con- 
federacy with my heart, made use of, to keep 
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my conscience quiet, and silence its remon- 
strances ; and also of the means, ' which the 
Lord employed to defeat this conspiracy, to give 
conscience its due ascendancy, and to incline 
xny before unwilling heart to become obedient 
to its friendly admonitions ; with the effect 
tliereof upon my religious views and conduct. 

As to the effect of this publication, respect- 
ing my character and worldly interest, myself, 
and all that is dear to me, I would leave in bis 
hands, who causeth all to work together for 
good to them, that love hiii>, whom he hath call- 
ed according to his purpose. And he hath so 
evinced his care over me, and goodness to me, 
in all the cohcerns of my past life, that it were 
shameful, if I did not most willingly cast all ray 
care upon him for the future. But, reader, the 
effect of it respecting^ thee, I have much at 
heart ; and have had, still have, and shall, I trust, 
continue to have it much in my prayers. . If 
thou art a believing servant of God, I hope thou 
wilt see cause to bless God in me, and wilt be 
established and comforted thereby, according 
to the fervent desire of my soul, for all that 
love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. If 
thou ait one, whose experience answers in many 
things, to what is related in the former part of 
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thifi narrative, as face answers to face in the 
water, may the Lord, the Spirit, who convinc- 
eth of sin, alarm thy drowsy conscience, and 
bring thee under a serious concern for thy pre- 
cious soul, and its eternal interests ; may he in- 
clme thine heart diligently to use the means 
here spoken of, as far as conscience evidences 
it to be thy duty ; and may he bless the means 
for enlightening thy mind with the knowledge 
of the truth, as it is in Jesus ; and for guiding 
thy wandering feet into the ways of peace. This? 
be assured, is my hearty prayer for thee ; and 
with this prayer I commend this work unto the 
Lord, that, if it be his blessed will, he may em* 
ploy it, as an instrument for advancing his glory, 
and the salvation of souls. 

THOMAS SCOTT. 

Weston Underwood, Feb, 26, 1779, 



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 

About ten years have elapsed since the 
first publication of the ensuing narrative. In 
that space I have had tnuch opportunity of re- 
examining the Scriptures, and of making obser- 
vaiioiis both in the v/orld, and in the professing 
I* 
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cb'urch, as well as of getting a further mea- 
sure of self-knowledge. Bat, I bless God, that 
upon a revisal of The Force of Truths in order 
to a second edition, I see no cause to retract a 
single sentence, or to propose any matter differ- 
ently than before. If any one should bestow 
the pains to compare this with the former edi- 
tion, he will indeed Rnd several verbal altera- 
tions, in which brevity, perspicuity and preci- 
sion alone have been consulted : but he will 
not meet with a single variation, which in any 
measure changes the meaning of the passage. 
Had I materially altered my sentiments, I 
would either have refused to concur in publish- 
ing a second edition, or have fairly avowed 
that alteration : but, on the contrary, I deem it 
incumbent upon me to declare, that I am more 
than ever established in the belief of all those 
doctrines, that I before proposed, as the leading 
truths of Christianity. 

THOMAS SCOTT. 

London, Chapel Street, March 31, 1789. 
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PART I. 

Giviog an Account of the State of the Author's 
Mind and Coilscience, previous to, and at the 
Commencement of that Change^ whereof he 
purposes to give the History. 

Notwithstanding, that I was not edu- 
cated in what is commonly considered as 
ignorance of God and religion ; yet, until 
the sixteenth year of my age, I do not re- 
membec, that I ever was under any serious 
conviction of my being a sinnv, in danger 
of wrath, or in need of mercy : nor did I 
ever, during this part of my lifa, that I re- 
collect, offer one hearty prayer to God in 
secret. Being alienated from God thrcrugh 
the ignorance, that was in me, I lived with- 
out him in the world ; and as utterly neg- 
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lected to pay him any voluntary service, as 
if I had been an Atheist in principle. 

But about my sixteenth year I began to 
see, that I was a sinner, a leper in every 
part, " there being no health in me ;" out 
of manv external indications of inward de- 
pravity, conscience discovered, and re- 
proached me with one*; and I was, for the 
first time, disquieted with apprehensions of 
the wrath of an offt;nded God. My attend- 
ance at the Lord's table; being expected 
about the same time, (though I was very 
ignorant of the meaning and end of that 
sacred ordinance,) this circumstance, united 
with the accusations of my conscience, 
brought an awe upon my spirits, and inter- 
rupted niy before undisturbed course: of sin. 

Being, however, an utter stranger to the 
depravity altfjiielplessness of fallen nature, 
I had no doubt, but I could amend my life 
whenever I pleased. Previous therefore to 
communicating, I set about an unwilling 
reformation } and procuring a form of 
prayer, I attempted to pay my secret ad- 
dresses to the Majesty of Heaven. In this 
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manner, having silenced my conscience, I 
partook of the ordinance, held my resolu- 
tions, and continued my devotions, such as 
they were, for a. little space : but they were 
a weariness and a task to me ; and tempta-^ 
tions soon returning, I relapsed, aiy prayer- 
book was thrown aside, and no more thought 
of, till my conscience was again alarmed by 
the next warning, given for the celtbration 
of the Lord's supper* Then the same 
ground was gone over again, and with the 
same issue. My goodness was like the 
morning dew, that passeth away ; and loving 
sin, and disrelishing religious duties, as 
much as ever, I returned, as the sow that is 
washed to her wallowing in the mire. 

With. little variation, this was my course 
of life for nine years ^ but in that time I had 
such experience of my own weakness, and 
the superior force of temptation, that I se- 
cretly concluded reformation, in my case 
to be impracticable. ^^ Can the Etheopiaa 
change his skin, or the Leopard bis spots ?" 
I was experimentally convinced, that I was 
equally unable, with the feeble barrier of 
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resolutions and endeavours, to stem the tor- 
rent of my impetuous inclinations, when 
swelled by welcome, suitable, and powerful 
temptations: and being ignorant, that God 
had reserved this to himself, as his own 
work, and had engaged to do it for the poor 
sinner, who, feeling his own insufficiency, 
is heartily desirous to have it done by him ; 
I stifled my convictions, as well as I could^ 
and put off my repentance to a more con- 
venient season. 

But being of a reflecting turn, and much 
alone, my mind was almost constantly em- 
ployed. AVrare of the uncertainty of life, 
I was disquieted with continual apprehen- 
sions, that this more convenient season 
would never arrive ; especially, as, through 
an unconfirmed state of health, I had many 
warnings, and near prospects of death, and 
eternity. For a long time I entertained no 
doubt, but that impenitent sinners would be 
miserable for ever in Hell : and, at some 
seasons, such amazing reflections upon this 
awful subject, forced themselves into my 
mind, that I was overpowered with them, 
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and my fears became intolerable. At such 
times, my extdhipore cries for mercy were 
so wrestling and persevering, that I was 
scarcely able tp give over; though, at other 
times, I lived without prayer of- any sort : 
yet, in my darkest hours, though my con- 
science was awakened to discover more and 
more sinfulness in my whole behaviour, 
there remained a hope, that I should one 
day repent and turn \into God. If this hope 
was from myself, it was a horrid presump- 
tion : but the event makes me willing to 
acknowledge a persuasion, that it was from 
the Lord : for, had it not been for this hope, 
I should probably have given way to tempta- 
tions, which frequently assaulted me, of 
putting an end to my own life, in proud 
discontent with my lot in this world, and 
mad despair about another. 

A hymn of Dr. Watts', in his admirable 
little book for children, entitled, " The all- 
seeing God," at this time fell in my wayl 
I was much affected with it, and having 
committed it to memory, was frequently 
repeating it, and was thereby continually 
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reminded of my guilt and danger. Parent* 
may from this inconsiderable circumstance 
be reminded, that it is of great importance 
to store their children's minds with such 
useful matter, instead of suffering them to 
be furnished with such corrupting trash, as 
is commonly taught them. They know not 
what use, God may make of these early ru- 
diments of instruction in future life. At 
this period, though I was the slave of sin, 
yet, as my conscience was not pacified, nor 
my principles grektly corrupted, there seemed 
some hope concerning me : but ^^ length 
Satan took a very effectual method of si- 
lencing my convictions, that I might sleep 
securely in my sins : and justly was I given 
over to a strong delusion to believe a lie, 
when I held the truth, that I did know, in 
unrighteousness. A Socinian comment on 
the Scriptures came in my way, and I gree- 
dily dr£^nk the poison, because it quieted my 
lears, and flattered my abominable pride. 
The whole system coincided exactly with 
my inclinations, and the state of n(iy mind, 
and approved itself to me. In reading this 
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exposition, sin seemed to lose its native tag- 
liness, and, to appear a very small and tol- 
erable evil; man's imperfect obedience 
seemed to shine with an almost divine ex- 
cellency ; and God appeared so entirely and 
necessarily merciful, that he could no^ make 
any of his creatures miserable, without con- 
tradicting his natural propensity. These 
things influenced my mind so powerfully, 
that I concluded, that notwithstanding a few 
little blemishes, I was, upon the whole, a 
very worthy creature. Then further, the 
mysteries of the Gospel being explained^ 
away, or brought down to the level of man's 
comprehension, by su^h proud and corrupt, 
though specious reasonings ; by acceding to 
these sentiments, I was, in my own opinion, 
in^ point of understanding and discernment, 
exalted to a superiority above the general 
run of mankind ; and aniused itiysjelf wi 
looking down with contempt upon such, 
were weak enough to believe the orthodo 
doctrines. Thus I generally soothed my 
conscience ; and, if at any time, I was un- 
easy at the apprehension, that I did not 
2 
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thoroughly deserve, and was not entirely fit 
for Heaven ; the same book afforded me a 
soft pillow, on which to lull myself to sleep : 
it argued, and I thought proved, that there 
were no eternal torments : and insinuated, 
that there were no torments, except for no- 
torious sinners ; ,and that such, as should 
fall just short of Heaven, would sink into 
their original nothing. With this welcome 
scheme I silenced all mv fears, and told mv 
accusing conscience, that if I fell short of 
Heaven, I should be annihilated, and never 
be sensible of my loss* 

By experience I am well acquainted with 
Satan's intention, in employing so many 
of his servants to invent those pestilent er- 
rors, whether in speculation or practice, 
that have in all ages corrupted and enerva- 
ted the pure and powerful doctrine of the 
Gospel ; for they lead to forgetftilness of 
God, and securitv in sin, and are deadlv 
poison to every soul, that imbibes them, un- 
less a miracle of grace prevent.' Such on 
one hand are all the superstitious doctrines 
of popery ; purgatory, penances, absolutions. 
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indulgences, merits of good works, and the 
acceptableness of will worship, and uncom- 
mandcd observances. What are these, but 
engines of the Devil, to keep men quiet in 
their sins ? Man, resolved to follow the dic- 
tates of his depraved inclination, and not to 
bound his pursuits and enjoyments within 
the limits of God's holy law, catches at any 
thing to soften the horrible thought of eter- 
nal misery. This is the awakening reflec- 
tion, God's sword in the conscience, which 
'tis Satan's business, by all his diabolical ar- 
tifice, to endeavour to sheath, blunt, or turn 
aside; knowing, that whilst the alarming 
apprehension is present to the soul, he 
can never maintain his possession of it in 
peace. By such inventions, therefore, as 
these, he takes care to furnish the sinner 
"with that, which he seets for, and to enable 
him to walk according to the course of this 
wicked world, and the desires of depraved 
nature, without being disturbed by such 
dreadful thoughts. The same, on the other, 
handi is the tendency of all those specula- 
tions of reasoning men, which set God's at- 
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tributes at variance with each other ; which 
represent the Supreme Governour so weakly 
merciful, as neither to regard the demands 
of his justice, the glory of his holiness, the 
veracity of his word, nor the peaceable or- 
der and subordination of the universe ; 
which explain away all the mysteries of the 
Gospel, and represent sin, that fruitful root 
of evil, that enemy of God, that favourite of 
Satan, as a very little thing, scarce noticed 
by the Almighty ; and which, contrary to 
Scripture, and universal experience and ob- 
servation, would persuade us, that man is 
not a depraved creature. 

These latter sentiments I acceded to, and 
maintained, as long as I could ; and I did 
it, most assuredly,, because they sootTied my 
conscience, freed me from the pressing fears 
of damnation, and enabled me to think 
favourably of myself. For these i^easons 
^ alone I loved, and chose this ground ; I fix- 
ed myself upon it, and there I fortified my- 
self with, all the arguments and reasonings, 
I could meet with. These things I wished 
to believe ; and I had my wish ; for at 
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lengthy I did most confidently believe them* 
Being taken captive in this snare by Satan, 
I should here have perished, with a lie iii 
my right hand, had not that Lord, whom I 
dishonoured, snatched me as a brand from 
the burning. 

In this state of mind I attempted to ob- 
tain admission into holy orders. Wrapt up 
in the proud notion of the dignity of human 
nature, I had lost sight of the evil of sin, 
and thought little of my own sinfulness : I 
was filled with a self important opinion of my 
own worth, and the depth of my understand- 
ing : I had adopted a system of religion, 
accommodated to that foolish pride, having 
almost wholly discarded mysteries frpm my 
creed, and regarding with sovereign con-, 
tempt those, who believed them. As far as 
I understood those controversies, I was near- 
ly a Socinian, and a Pelagian, and wholly 
an Arminian*: yet, to my shame be it spok- 
en, I sought to obtain admission into the 
ministry, in a church, whose doctrines arc 
diametrically opposed to all the three ; with- 
out once concerning myself about those bar- 
2* 
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riers, which the wisdom of our forefathers 
have placed about her, purposely to prevent 
the intrusion of such dangerous heretics, as 
I then was* 

Whilst I was preparing for this solemn 
office, I lived, as before, in known sin, and 
in utter neglect of prayer : my whole pre- 
paration consisting of nothing else, but an 
attention to those studies, which w^ere more 
immediately required, for my reputably pas- 
sing through the previous examination. 

And thus, after some difficulty, with a 
heart full of pride, and all manner of wick- 
edness, my life being polluted with many 
unrepented, unforsaken sins, without one cry 
for mercy, one prayer for direction or assist- 
ance in, or a blessing upon what I was about 
to do ; after having concealed my real sen- 
timents under the mask of general expres- 
sions ; after having subscribed articles di- 
rectly contrary to my then belief; and after 
having blasphemously declared, in the pres- 
ence of God, and of the congregation, in the 
most solemn manner, sealing it with the 
Lord's supper, that I judged myself to be 
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inwardly moved by the Holy Ghost to take 
this office upon mc ; (not knowing or be- 
lieving, that there was a Holy Ghost :) on 
September the 20th, 1772, I was ordained 
a Deacon. Forever blessed be the God of 
long suffering and mercy, who had patience, 
with such a rebel and blasphemer, such an 
irreverent trifler with his majesty, and such 
a presumptuous intruder into his sacred 
ministry ! I nev^r think of this daring wick- 
edness, without being filled with amazement, 
that I am out of Hell ; without adoring that 
gracious God, who permitteth such an atro- 
cious sinner to live, yea, to serve him, and 
with acceptance, I trust to call him Father, 
and, as his minister, to speak in his name* 
^^ Praise the Lord, O my soul, and all that 
is with me, bless his holy name : Praise the 
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits; who forgiveth all thy sin, and 
healeth all thy infirmities ; who saveth thy 
life from destruction, and crowneth thee 
with mercy and loving kindness." May I 
love much, and very humbly and devotedly 
serve that God, who has multiplied his 
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mercies, in abundantly pardoning my com- 
plicated provocations ! 

My views in entering into the ministry, 
as far as I can ascertain them, were these 
three. 1. A desire of a less laborious, and 
more comfortable way of procuring a live- 
lihood, than otherwise I had the prospect of. 
2. The expectation of more leisure to em- * 
ploy in reading, of which I was inordinately 
fond. And 3. A proud» conceit of my 
abilities, and a vain-glorious imagination, 
that I should some time distinguish and ad- 
vance myself in the literary wotld. These 
were my ruling motives in taking this bold 
step ; motives as opposite to those, which 
should have influence therein, as pride is' 
opposite to humility; ambition to content- 
edness in low estate, and a willingness to be 
the least of all, and the servant of all ; as 
opposite as love of self, of the world, of filthy 
lucre, and slothful ease, is opposite to the 
love of God, and of souls, and of the labo- 
rious work of the ministry. Mine, therefore, 
be the shame of this heinous sin, and to God 
be all the glory of overruling it for good, I 
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trust, both to unworthy me, and to his dear 
people, the church, which he has purchased 
with his own blood. 

My subsequent conduct was suitable to 
these motives. No sooner was I. fixed in a 
c'ursCcy, than with close application I sat 
down t;o the study of the learned languages, 
and such other matters, as I considered most 
needful, in order to lay the foundation of my 
future advancement. And I would, I were 
now as diligent in serving God, as I was 
then in serving self and ambition ! I spared 
no pains ; I shunned, as much as I well 
could, all acquaintance and diversions ; and 
I retrenched upon my usual hours of sleep, 
that I might keep more closely to this bus- 
iness. As a minister, I attended just enough 
to the public duties of my station to support 
a decent character, which I deemed subser- 
vient to my main design ; and from the same 
principle, I aimed at morality in my outward 
deportment, and affected seriousness in my 
conwrsation. As to the rest, I still lived 
in the practice of what I knew to be sinful, 
and in the entire neglect of all secret religion. 
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If ever inclined to pray, conscious guilt 
stopped my mouth, and I seldom went far- 
ther than " God be merciful unto me." 
However, perceiving that my Sociniaa 
principles were very disreputable; and 
being conscious from my own experience, 
that they were unfavourable to moral- 
ity,. I concealed them in a great measure : 
both for my credit's sake, and from a desire 
I entertained subservient to my main design, 
of successfully inculcating the practice of the 
moral duties upon those to whom I preach- 
ed. My studies, indeed, lay very little in 
divinity ; but this little all opposed that part 
of my scheme, which respected, the punish- 
ment of the wicked in the other world; and 
therefore, (being now removed at a dis- 
tance from those authors, whence I had im- 
bibed my sentiments, and from those reason- 
ings I had learned, to defend them,) I begaa 
gradually to be shaken in my former confi- 
dence, and once more to be under some ap- 
prehensions of eternal misery. Bein|^lso 
staiedily employed, and with the appearance 
of solemnity in the public worship of God, 
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Whilst I neglected and provoked him in 
secret ; my conscience clamorously re- 
proached me with base hypocrisy, and I 
began to conclude, that if eternal torments 
were reserved for any sinners, I certainly 
should be one of the number. And now 
again I was filled with anxious fears and 
terrifying dreams ; especially, as I was con- 
tinually meditating upon what might be the 
awful consequence, should I be called hence 
by sudden death. Even my close applica- 
tion to study could not sooth my conscience, 
nor quiet my fears : and under the affected 
air of cheerfulness, I was truly miserable. 
This was my state of mind when the 
change, I am about to relate, began to take 
place. How itxommenced, in what manner, 
and by what steps it proceeded, and how it 
was completed, will be the subject of the 
second part of this work. This first part I 
shall conclude by observing, that though I 
was staggered in my favourite sentiment 
before mentioned, and, in my views of the 
person of Christ, was verging towards Ari- 
anism ; yet in my other opinions, I was more 
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confirmed than ever. What those opinions ^ 

were, I have already in brief declared ; and ^s 

they will occur again, and be more fully ex- i 

plained, as I proceed to relate the manner :! 

in which I was constrained to renounce : 

them one after another, and to accede to i 

those that were directly contrary thereto, i 

Let it suffice to say, that I was brim full of \ 

proud self sufficiency, very positive, and ^ 

V€ry obstinate : and being situated in the tl 

neighbourhood of some of those whom the i 

world called Methodists,* I joined in the i 

I 

* Methodist, as a stignia of reproach, was first ap- , 
plied to Mr. Wesley, Mr. Whitfield, and thf ir follow* 
ers ; lo those, who, thoug-h professing an attachment 
to our established Church, and disclaiming' the name 
of Dissented 8, were no{ conformists in point of pare j 
chial order, but had separate seasons, places and as- 
semblies for worship. The term has since been cx-^ 
tended by many to all persons, whether clergy cr laity» 
who preach or profess the doctrines of the reformation* 
as expressed in the articles and liturgy of the Church. 
For this fault they must all submit to bear the re* 
proachful name /alike, especFally the ministers; nor 
will the most regular and peaceable compliance with 
the injunctions of the rubric exempt them from it. if 
they avow the authorised, but now exploded doctrines 
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prevailing sentiment, held them in sovereign 
contempt, spoke of them in derision, de- 
claimed against them from the pulpit, as 
persons full of bigotry, enthusiasm, and spir- 
itual pride ; laid heavy things-to their charge, 
and endeavoured to prove the doctrines 
which I supposed them to hold, (for I had 
never read their books,) to be dishonourable 
to God and destructive to morality* And 
though in some companies I chose to conceal 
some part of my sentiment8,andinall,affected 
to speak as a friend to universal toleration : 
yet scarce any person could be more proudly, 
and violently prejudiced against both their 
persons and principles. 



to which thef have subscribed. My acquaintance, 
hitherto, has been only with Methodists of this latter 
description : and I have them only in view, whenever 
I use the term* 



PART II. 

Containing a Histoiy of this change ; tlie Man- 
ner in which, and the Means by which it was 
at length effected. 

In January 1774, two of my parishioners, a 
man and his wife, lay at the point of death* 
I had beard of it, but according to my gen- 
eral custom, not being sent for, I took no 
notice of it : but one evening, the woman 
being already dead, and the man dying, I 
heard that my neighbour Mr. •— — had been 
several times to visit them. Immediatel}^ 
my conscience reproached me with being 
shamefully negligent, in sitting at home' 
within a few doors of dying persons, my 
general hearers, and never going to visit 
them. Directly it occurred to me, that 
whatever contempt I might have for Mr. 
— 's doctrines, I must acknowledge his 
practice to be more consistent with the min- 
isterial character than mine. He must have 
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more zeal and love for souls than I had, or 
he would not have walked so far to visit and 
supply my lack of care to those, who, as far 
as I was concerned, might have been left to 
perish in their sins. 

This reflection affected me s6 much, that 
earnestly, yea, with tears and without delay* 
I besought the Lord to forgive my past neg- 
lect, and resolved thenceforth to be more 
attentive to this duty; which resolution, 
though at first formed in an ignorant de- 
pendence on my own strength, I have by 
divine grace been enabled hitherto to keep. 
Immediately I went to visit the survivor ; 
and the affecting sight of one person already 
dead, and another expiring in the same 
chamber, served more deeply to impress my 
serious convictions : and from that time I 
have constandy visited the sick of my par- 
ishes, as far as - 1 had opportunity ; and have 
endeavoured, to the best of my knowledge, 
to perform that essential part of a parish 
minister's duty. 

Some time after this, a friend recom- 
mended to my perusal the conclusion of 
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Bishop Burnet's history of his own times, 
especially that part which respects the clergy. 
It had the intended effect : I was considera- 
bly instructed and impressed thereby ; I was 
convinced, that my entrance into the minis- 
try had been the result of very wrong mo- 
tives, was preceded with a very unsuitable 
preparation, and accompanied with a very 
improper conduct : some uneasiness was also 
excited in my mind, concerning my neglect 
of the important duties of that high calling. 
Anfll though I was t6o much the slave of 
sin, devoted to other ;studies, and in love 
with this present world to relinquish my 
flattering pursuit of reputation and prefer- 
ment, and change the course of my life, 
studies, and employments ; yet Inexperienc- 
ed, by intervals, desires and purposes at 
some future period, of devoting myself 
wholly to the work of the ministry, in the 
manner to which he es^horts the clergy. 

All these things increased the clamorous 
remonstrances of my conscience : and at this 
time I lived without any secret religion,* be- 
cause, without some reformation in my con- 
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duct as a man, and a minister, I did not dare 
to pray. My convictions would no longer 
be silenced or appeased ; and they became 
so intolerably troublesome, that I resolved 
to make one more effort towards amend- 
ment. In good earnest, and not totally 
without seeking the assistance of the Lord 
by prayer, I attempted to break the chains, 
wherewith Satan had hitherto held my soul 
in bondage. It pleased the Lord that I, at 
this time, should obtain some advantages ; 
part of my grosser defilements I was enabled 
to relinquish, and to enter upon a form of 
devotion. Formal enough indeed it was! 
for I neither knew that mediator, through 
whom, nor ihat Spirit, by whom prayers are 
offered with acceptance unto God : and yet, 
though utterly in the dark, as to the true and 
living way to the throne of grace, I am per- 
suaded, there were even then seasons, when 
I was enabled to rise above a mere form, and 
to oflFer petitions so far spiritual^ as to be 
accepted and answered. 

I was now somewhat reformed in my out- 
wardconduct; but the renewing in the spirit 
3* 
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of my mind, if begun, was scarce discernible. 
As my life was, in my own judgment, less 
wicked, my heart grew more proud ; the 
idol, self, was the object of my adoration 
and obeisance : my worldly advancement 
was more eagerly sought than ever ; some 
flattering prospects seemed to open, and I 
resolved to improve my advantages to the 
uttermost. At the same time every thing 
tended to increase my good, opinion of my- 
self: I was treated with kindness and friend- 
ship by persons from whom I had no reason 
to expect it : my preaching was well receiv- 
ed : my acquaintance seemed to be courted : 
my foolish heart verily believed, that all this, 
and much more, was due to my superior 
worth : whilst conscience, which before, by 
its mortifying accusations, was useful to 
preserve some sense of unworthiness in my 
mind, was now silenced or seemed to au- 
thorize that pride which before it checked. 
And because I had the disadvantage of con- 
versing in general with such persons, as 
either favoured my sentiments ; or, out of ' 
good manners, or because they saw, it would 
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be in vain, would not contradict me ; I con- 
cluded that my scheme of doctrine was the 
exact standard of trdth, and that by my 8U-% 
perior abilities, I was capable of confuting 
or convincing all who were otherwise mind- 
ed. In this view of the matter, I felt an 
eager desire of entering into a religious con- 
troversy^ especially with a C^lvinist. 

It was at tnis time, that my correspond- 
ence with Mr. — — commenced. At the 
visitation, May 1775, we exchanged a few 
words in an argumentative way, in the room 
among the clergy, which I believe drew many 
eyes upon us. At the time he prudently 
declined the discourse, but a day or two 
after sent me a short note, and a little book 
iFor my perusal. This was the very thing I 
wanted, and I gladly embraced the oppor- 
tunity, which according to my wishea, seem-* 
ed now to offer. This 1 did, God knoweth, 
with no inconsiderable expectations, that my 
arguments would prove irresistibly convinc- 
ing, and that I should have the honour of 
rescuing a well meaning person from his 
enthusiastical delusions. 
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« 
Indeed, at this time I had conceived a very 

favourable opinion of, and sort of respect 
for him : because I was acquainted with the 
character be sustained,, even among some 
persons who expressed a disapprobation of 
his doctrines; they wer^ forward to commend 
him as a benevolent, disinterested, and inof* 
fensive .person, and a laborious minister* 
On the other hand, I looked upon- his reli- 
gious sentiments as rank fanaticism, and 
entertained a very contemptible opinion of 
his abilities, natural and acquired. Once I 
had the curiosity to hear him preach, and 
not understanding his sermon, I made a very 
great jest of it, where I could do it without 
giving offence* I had also xead one of his 
publicatiQns ; but for the same reason, I 
thought the greater part of it to be whimsi- 
cal, paradoxical, and unintelligible* 

Concealing, therefore, the true motives of 
my conduct under tht offer of friendship, 
and a professed desire to know the truth, 
(which amidst all my self-sufEciency and 
prejudice, I trust the Lord had even then 
given me,) with the greatest affectation of 



^^ 



An Authentic Narrative* 3S 

candour and a mind open to conviction, I 
wrote him a long letter ; purposing to draw 
from him such an avowal and explanation of 
his sentiments, as would introduce a contro- 
versial discussion of our religious differences* 

The event, by no means, answered my 
expectation : he returned me a very friendly 
and long answer to my letter, in which he 
carefully avoided the mention of those doc- 
trines which he knew would offend me : he 
declared that he believed me to be one that 
feared God, and that was under the teaching 
of his Holy Spirit : that he gladly accepted 
my offer of friendship, and was no ways in- 
clined to dictate to me ; but leaving me to 
the guidance of the Lord, would be glad as 
occasion served, from time to time, to bear 
testimony to the truths of the goy^el, and to 
communicate his sentiments unto me on any 
subject, with all the confidence of friend- 
ship* 

In this manner our correspondence begaB^ 
and was continued in the interchange of nine 
or ten letters, until December the same yean 
Throughout I held my purpose, and he, his : 
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I made use of every endeavour to draw him 
into controversy, and filled my letters with 
definitions, inquiries, arguments, objections, 
and consequences, and required explicit an- 
swers : he, on the other hand, shunned every 
thing controversial, as much as possible, and 
filled his letters with the most useful, and 
least offensive instructions : except that now 
and then he dropped hints concerning the 
necessity, and the true nature and efficacy 
of faith, and the manner in which it was to 
be sought and obtained ; and concerning 
some other matters, suited, as he judged, to 
help me forward in my inquiry after truth. 
But they much offended my prejudices, 
afforded me matter of disputation, and at that 
time were of little use to me. 
^ This however is certain, that through the 
whole of the correspondence, I disputed 
with every argument I could devise against 
almost every thing he advanced ; was very 
much nettled at many things he asserted : 
I read great part of his letters, and. some 
books he sent me with much indifference 
and contempt ; construed his declining con- 
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troversy into an acknowledgment of weak- 
ness ; and triumphed in many companies, as 
having confuted his arguments. And at the 
last, when I could not obtain my end, at my 
instance, the correspondence was dropped. 

His letters and my answers are now by 
me ; and on a careful perusal of them, com- 
pared with all, that I can recollect concern- 
ing this matter, I give this as a faithful 
account of this correspondence, though dif- 
ferent from what has been represented* His 
letters will I hope shortly be made public, 
being such as promise greater usefulness to 
others, than, through my proud, contentious 
spirit, I experienced from them. Mine de- 
serve only to be forgotten, except as they 
are useful to me to remind me what I was, 
and to mortify my pride ; as they illustrate 
my friend's patience and candour, in so 
long bearing with my ignorance and arro- 
gance ; and notwithstanding my unteachable 
quarrelsome temper, continuing his benevo- 
lent labours for my good : and especially, 
as they remind me of the goodness of God, 
who, though he abominates, and resists the 
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proud ; yet knows how to bring down the 
stout hearty not only by the iron rod of his 
wrath, but by the golden sceptre of his grace. 

In this manner our correspondence and 
acquaintance, for the present, were almost 
wholly broken off : for a long time we seldom 
met, and then only interchanged few words 
on general topics of conTersation. Yet all 
along he perseveringly told me, to my no 
small offence, that I should accede one day 
to his religious principles ; that he had stood 
on my ground, and that I should stand on 
his : and he constantly informed his friends* 
# that though slowly, I was surely feeling my 
way to the knowledge of the truth. So 
clearly could he discern the dawnings of 
grace in my soul, amidst all the darkness of 
depraved^ature, and obstinate rebellion to 
the will of God. 

This expectation was principally grounded 
on my conduct in the following circum- 
stances. Immediately after the commence- 
ment of our correspondence, namely in May 
1775, whilst my thoughts were much en- 
grossed by some hopes of preferment, one 
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Sunday, during the time of divine service, 
when the. psalm was named, I opened the 
prayer book to turn to it : but (accidentally 
shall I say, or providentially?) I opened 
upon the articles of religion ; and the eighth, 
respecting the authority and warrant of the 
Athanasian creed immediately engaged my 
attention. My disbelief of the doctrine of a 
trinity of coequal persons jn the unity of the 
Godhead, and my pretensions to candour, 
both combined to excite my hatred to this 
creed; for which reasons, I had been ac- 
customed to speak of it with contempt, and 
to neglect reading it officially* No sooner 
therefore did I read the words, "That it 
was to be thoroughly received, and believed ; 
jfor that it might be proved by most certain 
warrants of holy scripture ;" tW|i my mind 
was greatly impressed and afiected. The 
matter of subscription immediately occurred, 
and from that moment I conceived such 
scruples about it, that until my view of the 
whole system of gospel doctrine was ehtircly 
changed, they remained insuperable. ^ 
4 
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Tis wisely said by the son of Sirach, 
" My son, if thou come to serve the Lord, 
prepare thy soul for temptation." I had 
twice before subscribed these articles with 
the same religious sentiments, I now enter- 
tained. But conscience being asleep, and 
the service, of the J^ord no part of mj con- 
cern, I considered subscription as a matter 
of course, a necessary form, and very little 
troubled myself about it. But now, though 
full of pride, of ambition, and of the love of 
the world, my heart was sincerely towards 
the Lord, and I dared npt to venture on a 
known sin deliberately, for the sake of 
temporal interest. Subscription to articles^ 
which I did not believe, paid as a price for 
church preferment, I looked upon as an im- 
pious lie, a heinous guilt, that could never 
truly be repented of, without throwing back 
the wages of iniquity. The more I pon- 
dered it, the more strenuously my conscience 
protested against it. At length, after a 
violent conflict betwixt interest and con- 
science, I made known my scruples, and 
my determination not to subscribe : thus my 
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views of preferment were deliberately giv'ng 
up, and, with an increasing family, I. was 
left, as far as mere human ptudence couid 
discern, with litde other prospect, than that 
of poverty and distress* My scruple was, 
as I now see, a mistaken one ; much self- 
sufficiency, undue warmth of temper, and 
obstinacy, were betrayed in the management 
of this affair, for which I ought to be hum- 
bled. But my adherence to the dictates of 
my conscience, and holding fast my integrity 
in such trying circumstances, I jiever did, 
nor, I trust, ever shall repent of. 

No sooner was my determination known, 
than I was much blamed by many of my 
friends. They all, I am sensible, did it out 
of kindness to me, but they used arguments 
of different kinds. And thouglo^ll was con- 
firmed in my resolution by the reasonings 
osed to indiice me to alter it ; yet were thty 
at length made instrumental in bringing me 
to this important determination : ^^ not so to 
believe what any man said, as to take it 
upon his authority ; but to searck the word 
•f God with this single intention, to discov- 
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* 

er, whether the articles of the church of 
England in general, and this creed in par- 
ticular, were, or were not, agreeable there- 
to." I had studied the scriptures in some 
measure before, for the sake of becoming 
acquainted with the original languages, and 
in order to fetch thence detached texts to 
support my own system, and 1 had a toler- 
able acquaintance with the historical, and 
preceptive parts of them: but I had not 
searched this precious repository of divine 
knowledge, with the express design of dis- 
covering the truth in controverted matters 
of doctrine* 1 had very rarely been troubled 
with suspicions, that I was, or might be 
mistaken ; and now rather thought of be- 
coming better qualified upon scriptural 
grounds tt» defend my determination, than 
of being led to any change of sentiments. 

However, I set about the inquiry ; and 
the' first passage, as I remember, which 
made me suspect, that I might be wrong, 
, was James i. 5. ^^ If any of you lack wis> 
dom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all 
^nen .liberally, and upbraideth not, &nd it 
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shall be given him." ♦ On considering these 
words with some attention, f became con- 
scious, that, though I had thought myself 
wise, yet certainly I had obtained none of 
my wisdom in this manner ; for I had never 
offered one prayer to that effect in' my life : . 
and I also perceived, that this text contained 
a suitable direction, and an encouraging 
promise in my present inquiry : and from 
this time, in my poor manner, I began to 
ask God to give me this promised wisdom* 
Shortly after I meditated upon, and 
preached from John vii. 16, 17. "My doc- 
trine is not mine, but his that ' sent me ; if 
any man will do his will, he ^shall know of 
the doctrine, whether it be of God, or 
whether I speak of myself.", I was sur- 
prised, that I had not before attended to 
such remarkable words* I discovered, that 
they contained a direction, and a promise, 
calculated to servie as a clu^, in extricating 
the sincere inquirer after truth, from that 
labyrinth of controversy, wherein, at his 
first setting out, he is Uke to be be^vildered• 
And though my mind was too much leav- 
4* 
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ened with the pride of reasoning, as yet to 
reap that benefit from this pred^us text, 
which it is capable of affprding^to the soul, 
that is humbly willing to be taught of God ; 
yet, being conscious, that I was willing to 
risque every thing, in doing what I thought 
his will, I was encouraged with the as>sur- ^ 
aace, that if I were under. a mistake, I 
should sometime discover it. 

I was further led to suspect, that I might 
possibly be wrong, because I had not hith- 
erto sought the truth in the proper manner, 
by attending to Proverbs c. iii. v. 5, 6* 
''Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, 
and lean not to thine own understanding : 
in all thy ways acknowledge him, and he 
shall direct thy paths." Evidently I had 
not hitherto trusted in the Lord with all my 
heart, nor acknowledged him in all my ways, 
nor depended on his directions in all my 
paths ; but in my religious speculations, had 
leaned wholly to my own understanding* 

But though these '.passages, and some 
others, made for the present a great im- 
pression upon me, and influenced me to make 
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it a psirt of my daily prayers, that T might 
be directed to a right understanding of the 
word of God ; yet my pride and addicted- 
ness to controversy, had, as some desperate 
disease, infected my whole soul, and I was 
not to be cured all at once. I was far from 
being like a little child, sitting humbly, and 
simply at the Lord's feet, to learn from him 
the very first rudiments of divine knowledge. 
I had yet no abiding suspicion, that all which 
I had heretofore accounted wisdom, was 
foolishness, and must be unlearned, and 
counted loss, before I could attain to the 
excellency of the true knowledge of Jesus 
Christ : for though I began to-allow it prob- 
able, that in some few matters 1 might have.: 
been in an error, yet in the main, I still was 
confident thy scheme of doctrine was true- 
When I was pressed with objections, and 
arguments against any of my sentiments, 
and when dpubts began to arise in my mind, 
to pat off the uneasiness thereby occasioned, 
my constant practic& was to recollect, as far 
as I could, all the readonings, and interpret- 
ations of scripture, on the other side of the 
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question : and when this failed of affordiiig 
satisfaction, I had recourse to controversial 
writings. This drew ^ me aside from the 
pure word of God, occasioned my being 
niore remiss and formal in prayer, and fur- 
nished me with defensive armour against; 
my convictions, with fuel for my passions, 
and food for my pride and self-sufficiency* 

At this time, ^^ Locke's Reasonableness 
of Christianity," together with ** his vindi- 
cations of it," became my favourite piece of 
divinity. I studied this, and many other of 
Mr* Locke's works, with great attention, 
and a sort of bigotted fondness ; taking him 
almost implicitly for my master, adopting 
almost all his conclusions, borrowing many 
of his arguments, and being scarce able to 
endure such, as would not agifee with me in 
my partis^lity for him. This was of great 
disservice to me,* as, instead of getting 

* After having^ spoken so freely of Mr. Locke's di- 
vlnitVy which I once so highly esteemed, it seems a 
piece of justice to acknowledge the very great obliga- 
tions, which the whole religious world is under to this 
great man, for his treatise on toleration, and his an- 



All, Authentic Narrative* 45 

iorward in my inquiry after truth, I was 
^hereby furnished with more ingenious and 
specious arguments, wherewith to defend 
my mistakes. 

But I read one book at this time, because 
m)sntioned with approbation by Mr* Locke, 
that was of singular use, nsimely, ^^ Bishop 
Burnetts Pastoral Care." Therein I found 
^ but little, that oiFended my prejudices, and 
maay things, which came home to my con- 
science, respecting • my ministerial obliga- 
tions. A few short extracts I shall lay 
before the reader, that were most affecting 
to my own mind. Page 111, having men- 
tioned the question proposed to those who 
are about to be ord^ned Deacons : ^* Do 
you trust, that you are inwardly moved by 
the Holy Ghost to take upon you this office 
to serve God, for promoting his glory, and 

swers to those, who wrote against it. The grounds of 
religious libertyj and the reasons why everyone should 
be left to his own choice, to worship God according to 
his conscience, were perhaps never generally under* 
stood since the foundation of the world, until by these 
publications Mr. Locke unanswerably made them 
naanifest. 
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the edifying of his people?" He adds, "Cer- 
tainly the answer that is made to this ou^ht 
to be well considered ; for if any one says» 
* I trust so,* that yet knows nothing of any 
such motion^ and can give no account of it, 
he lies to the Holy Ghost, and makes his 
first approach to the altar with a lie in, his 
mouth, and that not to men, but to God.'* 
And again, page 112, " Shall not he, (God,) 
reckon with those who darie to run without 
his mission, pretending that they tf ust they 
have it, when perhaps they understand not 
the importance of it ; nay, and perhaps some 
laugh at it as an enthusiastical question, who 
yet will go through with the office ! They 
come to Christ for the loaves ; they hope to 
live by the altar and the gospel, how little 
soever they serve at the one, or preach at 
the other ; therefore they will say any thing, 
that is necessary for qualifying them to this, 
whether true or false.'' 

Again, page 122, having interwoven a 
great part of the excellent office of the ordin- 
ation of priests, into his argument concern- 
ing the importance of the work, and weight 
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of tlie ministry ; he adds, *'*' Upon the ivhole 
matter, either this is all a piece of gross and 
impuilent pageantry, dressed up in grave 
and lofty expressions, to strike upon the 
weaker part of mankind, and to furnish the 
rest with matter to their profane and impi- 
ous scorn ; or it must be confessed, tt^at 
priests come under the most formal, and 
express engagements to constant and diligent 
labour, that can be possibly contrived, or set 
forth in words." He concludes this subject 
of the ordination offices, with oshorting all 
candidates for orders, to read them fre- 
quently and attentively during their season 
of preparation ; that they may be aware, be- 
fore hand, of the obligations they are about 
so solemnly to enter into; and to peruse 
them, at least, four times in the year ever 
after their ordination, to keep in their minds 
a continual remembrance of their important 
engagements. How neoessary this counsel 
is, every minister or candidate for the min- 
istr}% must determine for themselves: for 
my part, I had never read the office over 
I once, when I was ordained, and wa^ in great 
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measure a stranger ^to the obligations T was 
about to enter. into, until the very season; 
nor did I ever afterwards attend thereto, till 
this advice put me upon it* The shameful 
negligence and* extreme absurdity of my 
conduct in this respect, are too glaring not 
to be understood, and applied by every one, 
. who hatfr been guilty of a similar omission* 
I would, therefore, only just mention that 
hearty, earnest prayer to God, for his guid- 

< ance, help, and blessing, may be suitably 
•. recommended as a proper attendant on such 
perusal of our obligations* 

Again, page* 147, he thus speaks of a 
wicked clergyman: "His whole life has been 
a course of hypocrisy in the strictest sense 
of the word, which is the acting of a |>art, 
and the counterfeiting of another persoi!. 
His sins have in them all possible aggrava- 
tions ; they are against knowledge, and 
against vows, and contrary to his character ; 
they carry in them a deliberate contempt of 
all the truths and obligations of religion ; 

- and if he perishes, he doth not perish alone, 
but carries a shoal down with him, either 
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of those who have perished in ignorance 
through his neg^lect. Or of those who have 
been hardened in their sins through his ill 
example." Again, ^age 183, having copi- 
ously discoursed of the -studies befitting 
ministers, especially the study of the Scrip- 
tures, he Udds, ^' But to give all these their 
foil effect, a priest that is much in his studvj 
ought to employ a great .part of his time in 
secret and fervent prayer, for the direction 
and blesring of God in iiis labours ; for the 
constant assistance of his Holy Spirit, and 
for a lively sense .of divine matters ; that so 
he may feel the impressions of them grow 
deep and strong upon his thoughts; this, 
and this only, will make him go on with his 
work without wearying, and be always re- 
joicing in it." 

But the chief benefit, which accrued to 
me from the perusal of this book, was this : 
I was excited by it to m attentive consider- 
ation of those Scriptures, which speak of the 
obligations and duties of a minister, and 
which hitherto I had not'observed, or very 
loosely attended to. In particular, it is yet 

5 
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fresh in my memory, that I was much affect- 
ed with considering the charge of precious 
souls committed to me, and the awful ac«^ 
count one day to be rendered of them ; a^ 
this subject occurred tome in meditating on 
Ezefciel, c. 33^ — v. 7;, 9. " So thou, G son 
of man, I have set thee ^s a watchman unto 
the house of Israel ; therefore thou shalt hear 
the word at my mouth, and warn them from 
me. When I say unto the wicked, O wick- 
ed man, thou shalt surely die ; if thou dost 
not speak to warn the wicked from his way, 
that wicked man shall die in his iniquity^ 
but his blood will I require at thine hand. 
Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his 
way, to turn from it ; if he do not turn from 
his way, he shall die in his iniquity, but thou 
haa^t delivered thy soitL" I was fully con-^ 
▼inced with Bisly>p Burnet, that every min- 
ister is as tnuch concerned in this solemn 
warning, as the prophet himself. Acts c. 
XX. V. 17 — 35 was another portion of Scrip- 
ture, which, by means of this book, was 
brought home to my conscience ; especially 
verses £6, 27, 28, which serv« as an illus- 
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tratioti of the foregoing Scripture : "Where- 
fore I take you to record this day, that I am 
pure from the blood of all men, for I have 
not shunned to declare unto you all the 
counsel of God. Take heed, therefore, unto 
yourselves and to all the flock, over which 
the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers to 
feed the church of God, which he hath pur- 
chased with his own blood.*' 

In short, at his instance I was put upon 
the attentive and repeated perusal of the 
Epistles to Timothy and Titus, as contain- 
ing the sum of a minister's duty in all ages. 
I searched out and carefully considered 
every text I could find in the whole Scrip- 
ture, which referred to this argument. I 
was greatly impressed by 1 Cor. c. ix. v. 16. 
** For necessity is laid upon me ; yea, woe 
is me, if I preach not the gospel." Nor wds 
I less struck with Colossians, c. iv. v. 1 T. 
^^ Say to Archippus, take heed to the min- 
istry, which thou hast received of the Lord, 
that thou fulfil it.'* This was brought to 
my conscience with power, as if the Apostle 
had in person spoken these words to me. 
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But especially, I was bbth instructed and 
encouraged by meditating upon 1 Peter, c« 
V. V. 2—4. " Feed the flock of God that 
is among you, taking the oversight thereof^ 
not by constraint, but willingly; not for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind, neither as 
being lords over God's heritage, but as ex- 
amples to the flock ; and when the. chief 
shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a 
crown of glory, that fadeth not away.'* 

I hope the reader will excuse my prolixity 
in speaking on this subject ; because in itself 
it is very important ; and though I got no 
new views of gospel truth from this book, 
yet I received such a deep conviction of the 
difficulty, and importance of that work, in x 
which I had thoughtlessly engaged, and of 
the imminent danger my soul was exposed 
to^' if I neglected to devote myself wholly^ 
thereto, that therein was laid the foundation 
of all my subsequent conduct, and change 
of/sentiment. Indeed, I was guilty of very 
criminal procrastination, after I had been 
thus convinced, and being engaged more, 
than I ought in other matters, I pofttponed, 
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and neglected for a time^ complying with 
the dictates of my conscience. But I never 
lost sight of the instruction I had received, 
nor ever had any comfortable reflection, 
until, having hroVen off all other engage- 
ments, I had given myself up to those 
studies and duties, which pertain unto the 
work of the ministry ; and I have cause to 
bless God, that this book ever came in my 
way. 

Still, however, my self-coniidence was 
very little abated, and my advance in the 
knowledge of the truth very small. I next 
read Tillotson's sermons, and Jortin's works; 
and my time being otherwise engaged, I 
gave into the indolent custom of transcrib- 
ing their discourses, with some alterations, 
to preach to my people. This precluded 
free meditation on the word of God, and led 
me for a time to take up my opinions upon 
trust. My preaching was in general that 
smooth, palatable mixtu^ of law and gos- 
pel, which corrupts both ; which, flattering 
the pride, and prejudice, and soothing the 
conscience, pleases the careless sinner, and 
5* 
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# 
self-righteous formalist ; but does real good 

to none« 

About this time I foolishly engaged in a 
course of diversion and visiting, more than^ 
I had done, since my ordination : this un- 
jfitted me for secret prayer, and close medi* 
tation, and rendered the Scriptures, and other 
religious studies insipid and irksome to met 
(a never failing consequence 6f this vaia 
compliance with the world.) . For a time 
therefore my ardor was damped, my anxiety 
banished, and my inquiries retarded. How- 
ever, I was not permitted entirely to drop 
my religious pursuits. Generally I made 
it a rule to read something in the Scriptures 
every day, and had a task of daily devotion ; 
but I was very formal and lifeless in both 
of them. 

Yet, not long after, I was engaged in 
earnest meditation on our Lord's discourse 
with Nicodemus, (John, c. iii.) I felt aa 
anxious desire to understand this interesting 
portion of Scripture ; especially to know 
what it was to be born again, or from above, 
and of the Spirit : which in five verses our 
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Saviour hath three times declared absolutely 
necessary to salvation. It was absurd to 
suppose, that such strong expressions impli- 
ed no more, than baptism with water. Til- 
lotaon's controversial sermons on this subject 
aflbrded me no satisfaction. Some great 
total change I supposed to be intended, 
only in the^ behaviour, but also in the 
heart. But having not yet clearly experi- 
enced that change, I could not understand 
wherein it consisted. However, having 
ofiered some poor prayers for divine teach- 
ing, I undertook to preach upon it: but I 
talked very darkly, employed a considerable 
part of my time in declaiming against vis- 
ionaries and enthusiasts, and reaped very 
litde benefit from it. Yet I was so well 
satisfied with my performance, that in the 
course of my correspondence with Mn ■ >, 
I sent him these sermons for his perusal ; 
who, in return, sent me some of his own 
upon the same subject. But though sin- 
cerely desirous to understand our Lord's 
meaning in this important matter, I was too 
proud to be taught by Mm ; I cast my eye. 
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therefore^ carelessly over some of them, and 
returned the manuscript, without attending^ 
to any, thing contained in it. 

Nothing material occurred after this, un- 
til the next spring, 1 776 ; when I was indu- 
ced by what I had learned frofi Bishop 
Burnet, to establish a lecture once a week 
in one of my parishes, for expounding the 
Scriptures* This brought many passages, 
which I had not observed, under attentive 
consideration, and afforded my reflecting 
mind abundance of employment, in attempt- 
ing to reconcile them with each other, and 
with my scheme of doctrine. 

Little progress, however, had been made, 
when, in May 1776, I heard a dignified 
clergyman, in a visitation sermon, recom- 
mend Mr. Soame Jennyns's ^^ Treatise on 
the internal evidences of Christianity." In 
consequence of this recommendation, I pe- 
rused it, and not unprofitably. The truth 
and importance of the gospel revelation ap- 
peared, wifh convincing evidence, to my 
understanding, and came with eilicacy to 
my heart, by reading this book : thence I 
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receiyeci more distinct, and heart-affecting 
Tievs of the design of God in this revelation 
of himself; and I was led to much Serious 
reflection, and earnest prayer to be led to, 
or established in the truth, /concerning the 
nature and reality of the atonement by the 
death of Christ ; for hitherto I was a So- 
ciman, or very little better^ in this respect. 
But, to counterbalance this advantage, 
Dr. Qlarke's Scripture doctrine of the Trin- 
ity,' and the controversy, which ensued upon 
its publication, became a favorite part of my 
study. The Arian scheme seems so incon- 
sistent with reason, that when reflecting men 
iQorde to avoid those mysterious, and as 
they imagine, unreasonable conclusions, 
which , according to the true meaning of 
the words, the Scriptures contain, have 
been induce^ to become Arians ; it is 
wonderful they da not, for the same cause, 
embrace the Socinian system. This is 
the natural progress of unhumbled reason : 
from. Arianism to Socinianism : from So- 
cinianism to Deism ; and then to Athe- 
ism. Many, and awful have been the 
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examples of reasoning, and learned men^ 
who, linder the name of Philosophers, arro- 
gating to themselves the prerogative of su- 
perior discernment, have manifested the 
propriety, with which they claimed this pre- 
eminence, by treading this down- hill road, 
almost, if not quite, to the very bottom. 
• But when a man has fallen so low as 
Socinianism, not merely for want of infor- 
mation, or by blindly and implicitly adopt- 
ing the sentiments of other men ; but by- 
leaning to his own understanding, and pre- 
fering the conclusions of his own reason to 
the infallible dictates of the Holy Ghost ; 
it is not common for him to return gradu- 
ally, by the retrogade path, first to Arianism, 
and then to the received doctrine of the 
Trinity. Yet this was my case. Dr. Clarke 
appeared to me so undeniably to establish 
his argument by express Scripture evidences, 
and so plausibly defended his system on bntK 
hands, and backed his cause with so ipany 
seeming authorities ; that on one side,[ found 
myself unable,any longer,to maintain my So- 
cinian principles, but was constrained to re* 
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linquishthem as untenable : and on the other, 
I was not aware of the flaw in his reasoning, 
and the unavoidable consequence of his mid- 
dle doctrine, namely, that the Son, and Holy 
Ghost, however exalted, or dignified with 
names and titles, must either be mere crea- 
tures ; or that otherwise there must be three 
Gods. Not perceiving this, and my newly 
acquired reverence for Scripture, and my 
(M self-confidence, and fondness for reason- 
ing, being, by this conciliating scheme, both 
humoured, I cordially acceded to his senti- 
ments, and for a long time could not endure 
any other doctrine. 

Nothing further of any consequence oc^ 
corrfed, till about December 1776, when 
" Mr. Law's Serious Call," a book, I had 
hitherto treated with contempt, was care^- 
lessly taken up by me. But I had no sooner 
opened it, than I ^v-as struck with the drigi- 
nality of the work,^nd the spirit and force 
of argument, wherewith it is written. This 
I speak merely as to his management of the 
subjects he treats of: for there are'many 
things in it, that I am far from approving ; 
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and to be sure it contains as little gospel^ as 
any book of religion I am acquainted' witlu 
But though a very uncomfortable book for 
a person^ who is duly brought under a seri- 
ous concern for his soul ; yet 'tis very useful 
to prepare the way, to shew the need, which 
we have of a Saviour, and to enfor^re the 
practice of that holy diligence in the use of. 
means, which the important interests of eter- 
nity reasonably demand. This was its t^ 
to me. By the perusal of it, I was con- 
vinced, that I was guilty of greatt Remissness 
and negligence ; that the duties of secret de- 
votion called for far more of my time andf 
attention, than had been hitherto allotted to 
them ; that if I hoped to save my own soul, 
and the souls of those, that heard me, I must 
in this respect, greatly alter my conduct, and 
increase my diligence in seeking and serving 
the Lord. From that time I began to study 
in what manner my devotions might be ren- 
dered more fervent and pertinent ; I trans- 
scribed and laid up in my memory. Scripture 
petitions ; I employed some time in reading 
manuals of. devotion, made attempts to com- 
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pose prayers myself, and became more fre- 
quent and earnest, and I trust more spirit* 
ual than heretofore, in my secret addresses 
to the Majesty of Heaven. 

About this time, after many delays, I com- 
plied with the admonitions of my conscience, 
and disengaged myself from all my other 
employments, with a solemn resolution of 
leaving all my temporal concerns in the hands 
of the Lord, and of entirely devoting my- 
self to the work of the ministry. Being thus 
become master of all my time, I dropped 
every other study, and turned the whole 
cuxrent of my reflections, inquiries, and 
reading into another channel, and thence- 
forth scarce opened a book, which treated of 
any thin^ besides religion. 

The fiVt step I took, after this disengage- 
ment, was to keep common-place books : 
one I had for noting dowu remarkable pas- 
sages out of other authors ; and another for 
collecting into one view, every text I could 
meet with in Scripture, respecting the mo^t 
important and controverted doctrines of the 
gospel. Though I held this but a little 
6 
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time, for when my engagements multiplied, 
I dropt it,) yet I found it very useful, in 
bringing m^ acquainted with many passages 
of the word of God, to which I had not 
hitherto much attended ; and it prepared 
the way for penning my sermons, on doct- 
rinal subjects, with the scripture testimonies 
concerning the point in hand, in one view 
before me. 

^ In January 177/, I met with a very high 
commendation of Mr. Hooker's works, with 
the .honourable distinction of jtidicious be- 
stowed upon him. ' This excited my curios- 
ity to read his book, which' accordingly I 
did with great profit. In his discourse upon 
justification, page 496, folio edition, printed 
1682, I met with the following remarkable 
passage, which, as ivell for its excellency, as 
for the effect thereof upon my religious 
views,'I shall, though somewhat long, trans- 
scribe. ** If our hands did never offer vi- 
olence to our brethren,, a bloody thought 
doth prove us murderers before him. If 
we had never opened our mouth to utter 
any scandalous, offensive, or hurtful word, 
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the cry of our secret cogitations, is heard in 
the ears of God. If we did not commit 
the sins, which daily and hourly, in deed, 
word, or thought, we do commit ; yet in 
the good things, which we do, bow many 
defects- are there intermingled ! God in that, 
which is done, respecteth the mind and in- 
tention of the doer: cut off then all those 
things, wherein we have regard.ed our own 
glory, those things which meii do to please 
men, and to satisfy our own liking, those 
things which we do. for any by respect, not 
•inctrely and purely for the love of God ; 
and a small score will serve for the number 
of our righteous deeds. Le| the holiest 
and best things, which we do, be consider- 
ed. We are never better affected, unto 
God, than when we pray, yet when we pray, 
how are our affections many times distract- 
ed ! how little reirerence do we show unto 
the grand Majesty of Heaven, unto whom 
we speak ! . How little remorse of our own 
miseries! How little taste of the sweet in- 
fluence of his tender mercies do we feel ! 
Are we not as unwilling, many times, to 
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begin, and as glad to make an end, as if in 
saying, * Call upon me,' he had set us a very- 
burdensome task ? It may s«em somewhat 
extreme, which I will speak j therefore, let 
every one judge of it, even as his own 
heart shall tell him, and no otherwise. I 
will but only make a demand ! If God 
should yield unto us, not as unto Abraham ; 
if fifty, forty,, thirty, twenty, yea, or if ten 
good persons could be found in a city, for 
their sakes the city should not hh destroyed : * 
but, and if he should make us an offer thus 
large, search all the generations of men, 
since* the fall of our father Adam ; find one 
man, that hath done one action, which hath 
passed from him pure, without any stain or 
blemish at all ; and for that one man's only 
action, neither man, nor angels shall feel 
the torments,. which are prepared for both. 
Do you think that this ransom to deliver 
men and angels, could be found among the 
sons of men ? The best things which we do, 
have somewhat in them to be pardoned ; 
how then can we do any thing meritorious, 
or worthy to be rewarded? Indeed, God 
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doth liberally promise whatsoever apper- 
taineth to a blessed life to as many, as sin- 
cerely keep his law, though they be not 
exactly able to df» iu Wherefore we ac- 
knowledge a dutiful necessity of doing well, 
but the meritorious dignity of doing well 
we utterly renounce. We see how far we 
are from the perfect righteousness of the 
law : the little fruit which we have in holi- 
ness, it is^ God knoweth, corrupt and un- 
sound : we put no confidence at all in it ; 
we challenge nothing in the world for it ; 
we dare not call God to reckonings as if we 
had him in our debt books* Our contiaual 
suit to him is, and must be, to bear with our 
infirmities, and pardoii our offences." 

I had no sooner read this passage, than 
I acquired such an insight into the strict- 
ness and spirituality of the divine law, 
and the perfection, which a just and holy 
God, according to that law, cannot but re- 
quire in all the services of his reasonable 
creatures ; that I clearly perceived my very 
best duties, on which |ny main dependence 
had hitherto been placed, to be mere spe- 
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cious sins ; and my wh^le life appeared to be 
one continued series of transgressions. I 
now understood the apostle's meaning, when 
he affirms, " That by the works of the law- 
can no flesh be justified before God." All 
my difficulties in this matter vanished i all 
my distinction, and reasonings about the 
meaning of the words law and justification, 
and all my borrowed criticisms about them, 
failed me at once. I could no longer be 
thus amused ; for I was convinced, beyon4 
the possibility of a doubjt, that all men were 
so notoriously transgressors of every law 
of God, that they none of them, could be 
justified, in his sight, according to any law : 
I was sensible, that if God should only call 
me into judgment before him according to 
the strictness of his perfect law, for the 
best duty I ever performed, I must be con- 
demned, as a transgressor : When weighed 
in these exact balances, it would be found 
wanting. Thus was I effectually convinced, 
that. if ever I were saved, it must be in 
some way of unmerited mercy, and grace ; 
though I understood not clearly, in what 
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,. wav, till long after. Immediately, there- 
fore, I took for my text Galatians c. iii. v. 
22. *^ But the Scripture hath concluded all 
under sin, thaf: the promise, that is by faith 
in Jesus Christ, might be given to them, 
that believe :'' and preached from it accord- 
ing to Hooker's doctrine ; expressing, as 
strongly as I could, the defilements of our 
best actions, and our need of mercy in every 
thing we did : in^)rder, the more evidently 
to shew, that salvation was of grace, through 
faith, not of works, lest any man should 
boast. However, I had not yet attained 
unto a knowledge of the foulness of that 
fountain, whence all these polluted streams 
flow forth so plentifully into our lives and 
conversations* 

I was n^t then able to receive the follow* 
ing nervous passages concerning justifica- 
tion (page 495) : ** But the righteousness, 
wherein we must be found, if we will be 
justified, is not our own ; therefore we can- 
not be justified by any inherent quality ; 
Christ hath merited righteousness for as 
many, as are found in hinu , In him God 
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findeth us if we be faithful ; for By faith we 
are incorporated into Christ. Then, although 
in ourselves we be altogether sinful, and 
unrighteous ;ijyet even the man, who is itupi^ 
ous in himself, full of iniquity, full of sin ; 
him being found in Christ through faith, 
and having his sin remittrd through repent- 
ance^ ; him God beholdeth with a gra(5ious 
eye, putteth away his sin by not imputing 
it, taketh quite away the punishment, due 
thereunto by pardoning it, and accepteth 
him in Jesus Christ, as perfectly righteous, 
as If he had fulfilled all, that was command- 
ed him in the law. Shall I say more per- 
fectly righteous, than if himself had fulfilled 
the whole law ? I must take heed, what I 

* 

say ; but the apostle saith, * God made him 
to be sin for us^ who Anew no sin^ that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in 
him / Such are we in the sight of God the 
Father, as is the very Son of God himself. 
Let it be counted folly, or frenzy, or fury, 
pr whatsoever ; it is our comfort and our 
yrisdpm ; we care for no knowledge in thq 
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world but this, that man hath sinned, and 
God hath suffered ; that God hath made 
himself the Son of man, and that men are 
made the righteousness of God." 

Equally determinate and expressive is 
what he says, page 500, '^ As for such, as 
hold with the church of Rome, that we can- 
not be saved by Christ alone withoutVorks ; 
they do not only, by a circle of consequence, 
but directly deny the foundation of faith ; 
they hold it not ; no, not so much as by a 
single thread.'* If the judicious Mr. Hook- 
er's judgment may in this important concern 
be depended on, as I suppose it will not 
easily be proved erroneous ; I fear the 
foundation of faith is only held by a small 
part of that churchy which has honoured 
her champion with this distinction. 

Page 508 and 509, he thus defends his 
doctrine against the objections of the Pa- 
pists, (for at that time none but the Papists 
objected to it,) ^^Ic is a childish cavil, 
wherewith, in the matter of justification, 
our adversaries do so greatly |>lease them- 
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selves, exclaiming, that we tread 'all chris- 
tian virtues under our feet, and require 
nothing of christians but faith ; because wc 
teach, that faith alone justifieth ; whereas, 
by this speech we never meant to exclude 
either hope or charity, from being always 
joined, as inseparable mates with faith, in 
^ the man, that is justified ; or works from 
being added, as necessary duties, required 
at the hands of every juspfied man : but 
to shew, that faith is the only hand, which 
putteth on Christ unto justification ;' and 
Christ the only garment, whi«:h being so 
put on, covereth the shame of our defiled 
natures, hideth the imperfections of our 
works, prescrveth us blameless in the sight 
of Go[d, before whom, otherwise, the weak- 
ness of our faith were cause sufficient to 
make us culpable, yea, to shut us from 
the kingdom of heaven, where nothing, that 
is not absolute, can- enter." 

Had I at this time inet with such passages 
in the writings of the Dissenters, or any of 
those modern publications, which, under the 
brand of methodistical, are condemned wither 
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out reading, or perused with invincible pre- 
judice, I should not have thought them 
worth regard, but should have rejected them, 
aswildenthu&iasm. But I knew, that Hook- 
er was deemed perfectly orthodox, and a 
standard writer, by the prelates of the church 
in his own days* I learned from his dis- 
pute with Mr. Travers, that he Was put up- 
on his defence, for making concessions in 
this matter to the church of Rome, which 
the zealous Protestants did not think war- 
rantable; that he was judged by the more 
rigid, too lax in his doctrine, by none too 
rigid : I had never heard, that it had been 
insinuated, that he was tinctured with enthui^ 
siasm ; and the solidity of his judgment, 
and acuteness of his reasoning faculties, 
needed no voucher to the attentive reader* 
His opinion therefore carried great weight 
with it ; made me suspect the truth of my 
former sentiments, and put me upon serious 
inquiries, and deep meditation upon this sub- 
ject, accompained with earnest prayers for 
the teaching and direction of the Lord there- 
in* The result was, that after many objec- 



72 The Force of Truth : 

tions, and doubts, and much ezaminatlon of 
the word of God, in a few months I began 
to accede to Mr. Hooker^s sentinients. 
And at the present my opinion, in this res- 
pect, as far as I know, coincides with these 
passages of this eminent author, and is sup- 
ported and vindicated with the same argu- 
ments : he, therefore, who would prove our 
doctrine of justification by faith alone to be 
an error, will do well to answer, in the first 
place, these quotations from Mr. Hooker* 

And indeed, as far as I can understand 
him, there is scarce any doctrine, which, 
with no inconsiderable offence, I now preach, 
that is not as evidently contained in his 
writings, as in my sermons. Witness par- 
ticularly his ^^ Discourse of the certainty, aiid 
perpetuity of faith in the elect," in which 
the doctrine of the final perseveranae of true 
believers, as far as seems worth contending 
for, is expressly taught and maintain^c}. -.^ 
And he closes it with this noble triumph of 
full assurance, ^s resulting from that com- 
fortable doctrine in the hearts of confirmed, 
and experienced christians ; (page 532,) ^^ I 
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know in whom I have believed ; I am not 
Ignorant, whose precious blood has been 
fihed for me ; I have a shepherd full of kind- 
ness, full of care, full b^ power, unto him I 
commit myself. His own finger hath en- 
griaven this sentence in the tables of my 
heart ; Satan hath desired to winnow thee 
as zuheat^ but I have prayed^ that thy faith 
fail not ; therefore the assurance of my hope 
I will labour to keep, as a jewel unto the 
end, and by labour through the gracious 
mediation of his prayers, I shall keep it." 
With such words in my mouth, and such 
assurance in my heart, I wish to live, and 
hope to die. 

The insertion of these quotations from 
this old author, I hope will need no apolo- 
gy : many have not his works, and these 
extracts are worthy of their perusal ; others, 
for these specimens, may be prevailed on to 
read, what, perhaps, hath hithierto been an 
unnoticed book in their studies. Especially 
I recommend to those, who admire him, as 
the champion of their external order and 
discipline of the church, and such, as willing- 
7 
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ly'allow him the honour of being distin- 
guished by the epithet, of Judicious ; that 
they would attentively read, and impartially 
consider his doctrine. This would put an 
effectual step to those declamsitions, that 
either ignorantly or maliciously are made 
against those very doctrines, as novel inven- 
tions, which have just now' been explained 
and defended, in Mr. Hooker's own words* 
For my own part, though I acknowledge, 
that he advances many things, I should be 
unwilling to subscribe to ; yet I heartily 
bless God, that at this time I read hini ; the 
first material alteration, that took place in 
my views of the gospel, being in consequence 

thereof. 

One more quotation I shall produce, and 

so take my leave of him. (Page 552,) ad- 
dressing himself unto the pastors, who are 
appointed to feed the chosen in Israel, he 
says, " If there be any feeling of Christ, any 
drop of heavenly dew, any spark of God's 
good Spirit within you ; stir it up, be care- 
ful to build and edify, first yourselves, and 
then your flocks in his most holy faith. I 
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say, first yourselves ; for he, which will 
set the hearts of other men, on fire with the 
love of Christ, must himself burn with love. 
It' is want of faith in ourselves, my breth- 
ren, which makes us watchless (careless) in 
building others. We forsake the Lord's in- 
heritance, and feed it not. What is the 
reason of this • Our awn desires are settled) 
where they should not be. We ourselves 
are like those women, which have a longing 
to eat coals and lime, and filth ; we are fed, 
some with honour, some with ease, some 
with wealth. The gospel waxeth loath- 
some, and unpleasant tot our taste. Hc^^ 
should we then have a care to feed -«Kty, 
with that we cannot fancy ours/^ al^^'P^* 
faith wax cold and slender in the Wd to me, 
prophet, it will soon perish from W would 
the people." 'Tis not needful tual way. 
reflections upon this passage ; d^ethod of 
will readily make them for himselP^ade to 
however reminded thereby of S^^* t'^^^*' 
• words, (Eccl. c. i. v. 9, 10.) "The«ned to 
new thing under the sun ; is there ai**"^ ^^^ 
whereof it may be said, s^e this is rft^inng 
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hath been already of old time, which was 
before us." (Eccl. c. iii. v. 15.) " That 
which hath be^n is now, and that which i^ 
to be, hath already been." 

To my shame be it spoken, though I had 
twice subscribed the article, which allows 
the book of Homilies to be sound and whole- 
some doctrine, I had never yet seen them, 
and imderstood not what that doctrine was. 
But now, being 'engaged in a serious inquiry 
after truth, and Hooker's works having 
given me a more favourable opinion of these 
old authors, I was - inclined to examine 
fikbem.; and read part of the book with some 
myv^ee of attention. And though many 
thereoi. seemed hard sayings, that I could 
One mi'^ve ; yet many others were made 
so take nViful to me, especis^lly concerning 
dressmg ioti. In short, I perceived, that 
appointettrijje, which I had hitherto despised, 
says, " Iiodistical, was the standard doctrine 
drop of established church, when that book 
good S}Qfnposed ; and consequently, that id 
ful to ?Q stiu . for that book has lost none of 
*^^^ )!ithority, though much of its esteem, 
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with those, who subscribe the thirty-nine 
articles. This weakened my prejudice, 
though it did not prove the doctrine true. 

About this time a new and unexpected 
eHect was produced by my preaching. I 
had hitherto been satisfiefd to see people re- 
gularly frequent the church, listen attentively 
to what was discoursed, and lead moral de- 
cent lives. The way, in which I had been 
led, was so smooth, and the progress I had 
made so gradual, I had lately so little expe- 
rienced distressing concern for my own soul, 
and had so little acquaintance with persons'* 
conversant with these matters ; that, though. 
I declared the strictness, and spirituality, 
and sanction of the law of God, in an alarm- 
ing manner j yet it never occurred to me, 
but that they who profited thereby, would 
proceed in the same easy gradual way. 
But I had scarce begun this new method of 
preaching, when application was made to 
me by persons in great distress about their 
souls ; their consciences being awakened to 
a sense of their lost condition by nature and 

practice, they were anxious in inquiring 

7'» 
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what they must do to be saved i I knew 
not well what to say to them, my views 
being very clouded, and my sentiments very 
perplexed concerning justification ; * but, 
being willing to give them the best counsel 
I could, I exhorted them to believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, though I was neither 
capable of instructing them concerning thp 
true nature of faith, nor in what manner they 
were to seek for it* However, I better un- 
derstood my own meanitig, when I advised 
them to the study of the scriptures, accom* 
panied with prayer to God, to be led to the 
right understanding of them ; and when I 
inculcated amendment of life* In this man* 
ner the Lord slowly broiight them forwards ; 
and though, for want of a better instructor, 
jthey were a considerable time, before they 
arrived at establishment in the faith ; yet 
some of them, having their minds less 
leavened with prejudice and the pride of 
reasoning, were more apt scholars in the 
school of Christ, than- 1 was, and got the 
start of me in the knowledge, both of doc* 
trine and duty; and in their turns became, 
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though without intending it^ in tome things, 
my monitors, to my no small advantage. 

This singular circumstance of being the 
instrument of a work of grace in others, 
whilst 1 myself so little understood the true 
gospel of Jesus Christ, very much increased 
my perplexity* I becdme doubly earnest to 
know the truth, lest I should mislead those, 
who confided their precious souls to me, as 
their spiritual instructor. This added to 
my diligence in reading and meditating on 
the word of God, and made me more earn- 
est in prayer, to be guided to the knowledge 
of the truth. And under every difficulty, I 
constantly had ^recourse unto the Lord, to 
presel^e me from ignorance and error, and 
to enable me to distinguish .between the 
doctrines of his word, and the inventions 
an' * ' "*<*^ of men. 

A I established a weekly lecture 

for ex^ , ^ scripture in my other parish, 
which o. * my further acquaintance 

with the vai irts of the word of God* 

It was my g practice in penning these 

lecturer, to 9 out all the scriptures re- 
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ferred to in the margin, and all others I 
could recollect upon the subject^ and to 
^ make use of them in explaining each other. 
This method enabled me to store my mem* 
ory with texts of scripture, and made way 
for a greater exactness in discussing doc- 
trinal subjects, than I had hitherto been 
acquainted with. 

In the course of the winter, 177T, I was 
engaged in deep meditation upon Luke, c« 
xi. V. 9^ 1$ ; concerning the Holy Spirit 
being given in answer to prayer. And at 
length, having made a collection of all the 
scriptures, I could meet with, which res- 
pected that important doctrine ; and having 
diligently compared them together, and 
meditated upon them, and besought the 
Lord to fulfil the promise to my soul, I 
wrote two sermons upon th^ subject ; one 
from Luke, c. xi. v. 13. ^^ If J^^ thbn being 
evil, know how to give good gffts unto your 
children, how much more shall your heav- 
enly Father give the Holy Spirit to them, 
that ask him." The other frptn James, c. i. 
v. 16, ir. " Do not err, toy beloved breth- 
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Tcn, every good gift, and every perfect gift 
is from above, and cometh down from the 
Father of Lights." By this, my views of a 
christian's privileges and duties in this res- 
pect, were much enlarged, and my requests 
%were made known unto the Lord in a more 
full, exact, and believing manner, than here- 
tofore. Though much in the dark in many 
important matters respecting the person, 
offices, and work of the Holy Ghost ; yet I 
had discovered more of what was promised 
concerning him, and therefore, knew bettes 
what to a»k for. 

My obligations to bishop Beveridgc are 
next to be acknowledged. When 1 first 
began to peruse his sermons, I conceived a 
mean opinion of him, and it was some time 
before I could prevail with myself to ex- 
amine any further into his writings ; but 
being now further advanced in my inquiry 
after truth, those singularities, which at first 
offencfed me, became tolerable, and I began 
to relish the simplicity, spirituality, and love 
of Christ, and aifection for souls, which 
eminently shine forth in many places of his 
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works. Indeed, I received considerable in- 
struction from him ; but especially his ser- 
mon on the real satisfaction, made by the 
death of Christ for the sins of believers, was 
the blessed means of clearing up my views, 
and confirming my faith respecting that fun- 
damental doctrine of Christianity. On Good 
Friday, 1777^ I preached a sermon upon 
that subject, from Isaiah, c. liii. v. 6. ^^ All 
we like sheep have gone astray ; we have 
turned every one to his own way, and the 
Lord hath laid, (hath caused to light,) on 
him the iniquities of us all." Wherein I 
endeavoured to prove that, which hath ever 
since been the sole foundation of all my 
hopes ; namely, that Christ indeed bare the 
sins of all, who should ever truly believe, in 
all their guilt, condemnation, and deserved 
punishment, in his own body on the tree. 
And I explicidy avowed my belief, that 
Christ, as our surety and bond's-man, stood 
in our law place, to answer all our obliga- 
tions, and to satisfy divine justice, and the 
demands of the law for our offences ; and I 
publicly renounced, as erroneous and griev- 
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ous perversions of 3cripture, all my former 
explanation aad interpretations of these 
subjects* 

This was the first doctrine, in which I 
was clearly aqd fully brought to acknowledge 
the truth, though I had, with no little earn- 
estness for two years, been ioq^iiring about 
it; to so astonishing a degree was my 
blinded understanding filled with prejudice 
against the doctrines of the word pf God ! 
Hitherto they had been foolishness to me ; 
but now, under the divine teaching, I began, 
though very dimly, to discern the wisdom 
of Gi>d in them. 

I say dimly ; for I was still under many, 
and great mistakes, and in much ignorance 
in the most important masters* I knew sin 
to be a transgression of God's law ; but I 
did not see its odious deformity in being in 
deliberate rebellion against God's sovereign 
authority, and an express contradiction to 
his holy nature ; in charging God foolishly, 
as either wanting wisdom, or goodness in 
laying such restraints upon the inclinations 
of his creatures : and as tending to overturn 
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all subordination in the universe, and to in- 
troduce anarchy, confusion, and misery into 
the whole creation of God. My own best 
iactions I pergeived to be defiled : but I 
understood not, that this was the effect of a 
depraved nature, and a polluted heaft. The 
doctrine of original sin, as the fruitful root 
of these multiplied evils, was not yet a part 
of my creed* Inconsistently I was an Arian 
or a Clarkist in my sentiments concerning 
the person of Christ, and the divinity of the 
Holy Ghost. Some faint conception I had 
formed of that sanctifying work of the Holy 
Spirit in the soul ; the beginnings of it I 
little understood. And I continued to en- 
tertain ain implacable enmity to the doctrine 
of election, and those connected with it. 
But my faith was now fixed upon a crucified 
Saviour ; (though I dishonoured his person, 
and denied his ' deity,) and I had a sincere 
desire of being devoted to the Lord. He, 
therefore, in mercy, accepted his own work 
in my heart, and pardoned all that was 
mine ; and at length extricated me out of 
that labyrinth of difficulties, in which I was 
entangled. 
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About this time, in the course of my lec- 
tures, our>Lord*$ discourse with Nicodemus 
came again under my consideration. ^Not- 
withstanding much meditation, and many 
prayersi I could not satisfy my mind about 
it. I was convinced some internal change 
must be implied in the expressions, being 
bom from above, and being born of the 
Spirit ; and, according to what J had expe- 
rienced, I endeavoured to explain it ; but I 
was much in the. dark, and had many doubts, 
whether I was right or wrong. 

Hitherto, excepting ^' Leland on the De- 
istical writers," I had not read any book, 
written by a dissenter, with the least degree 
of candour and attention ; but, at thr^ crisis, 
I met with the first volume of Doctor 
Evan^s sermons, entitled ^^The Christian 
Temper." I was induced to read it, by the 
recommendation of a friend ; but such was 
my proud^ foolish heart, that \ opened it 
with great prejudice, because I understood 
the author was a dissenter. However, this 
book came with a blessing ; for, by perusing 
it, I at length perceived, that fallen man, 
8 
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bath body and soul, is indeed carnal, and 
sold unto sin ; that, by nature,- in every man 
living, the reasonable and imm,ortaI part is 
destitute of spirituality, immersed in mat- 
ter, and, by dishonourable and mherable 
prostitution, is given up to make provision 
for the flesh to fulfil the lust thereof: and, 
that man must be renewed in the spirit of 
his mind, new created unto good works, 
bom of the spirit of. God, made partaker of 
a new and divine nature, before he can pos- 
fiibly be made meet for, or admitted into 
the kingdom of God. In a vtry little time, 
all my difficulties about this matter vanish- 
ed, and the truth became so exceedingly 
plain and evident, that until I had made the 
experiment, I could scarce be persuaded, 
but that every person, who heard it rightly 
explained, must assent to it. This doctrine 
I have ever since invariably preached, with 
good effect, I trust, in opening the eyes of 
sinners, and turning them from darkness 
unto light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God. (Acta chap. xxvi. verse 28.) 
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About this time, my aequaintance with 
Mr. — - yfZB resumed. From the conclu- 
sion of our correspondence in December 
1775 till April It 77^ it had been almost 
wholly dropped. To speak plainly, I did 
not care for his company, I did not mean 
to make any use of him as an instructor, 
and was unwilling the world should think 
us any ways connected* -But under dis* 
couraging circumstances, I had occasion to 
call upon him ; and his discourse comforted 
and edified me, and my heart, being by his 
means relieved from its burden, became 
susceptible of affection to him. From that 
tim^, I was inwardly pleased to have him 
for my friend ; though, not as now, rejoiced 
to call him so. However, I had no thoughts 
of learning doctrinal truth from him, and 
was ashamed to be detected in his company ; 
but I sometimes stole away, to spend an 
hour with him. About the same time, I 
onc6 heard him preach* but it was still fool- 
ishness to me, his sermon being much upon 
the believer's experience ; and, therefore, 
though I loved and valued him, I consider- 
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ed him as a person misled by enthusiastical 
notions ; and strenuously insisted, that we 
should never think alike till we met in 
heaven. 

All along, in the progress of this inquiry, 
I grew more and more concerned about my 
character. I saw myself continually verg- 
ing nearer and nearer to that scheme of doc- 
trine, which the world called Methodism ; 
nor could I help it, without doing violence 
to my convictions. I had indeed set out 
with the avowed, and, I trust, sincere reso- 

* lution of seeking for the truth, as impartially 
as possible ; and of embracing it, wherever 
I found it, without respect to interest, repu- 
tation, or any worldly consideration what- 
soever. 1 had taken patiently, and support- 
ed comfortabl}", the loss of my opening 
prospect of preferment^ I trust mainly from 

' the supports of grace, and the consciousness 
of having acted with integrity ; but I am 
not sure, but jhere might therewith creep ih 
-some consolation to my deceitful heart, from 
a vain imagination, |hat my character would 
be no loser. Ambitious thirst after the 
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praise of men, was much more my peculiar 
corruption than covetousness ; and I had 
been in no ordinary degree proud of my 
natural understanding. The people called 
Methodists, I had been accustomed to hear 
mentioned with contempt, as very silly, as 
fools) and sometimes as madmen : with no 
small degree of complacency and self-pref^ 
erence, I too had despised them as weak 
enthusiasts* But I now began to be appre- 
hensive, that the tables were about' to be 
turned upon mt. • If- 1 professed and teach- 
ed these dbctrines, I must no longer be con- 
sidered a man of sober understanding ; but 
one of those persons, whose heads being 
naturally weak, had been turned by reli- 
gious studies ; and who, having fallen under 
the power of enthusiasm, are become no 
better than fools* 

This was the sharpest trial I passed 
through, having not ^et learned, that "when 
we are reproached for the name of Christ, 
happy are we." Nor did I remember, that 
the Aposiles were fools for Christ's sake ; 
were deemed to be beside themselves; 
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went through evil report, and good report ;> 
as deceivers, and yet true ; that they were 
every where spoken against, as the fellows 
that tunied the world upside down ; were 
treated as vain bablers, and accounted the 
filth of the world, and the eiF-scouring of 
all things* I did not consider, that. Jesus 
himself, the brightness of the Father's glory^ 
the Word and Wisdom of God, who w^ent 
about doing good, and spake as never man 
spake, was not only rejected, but despised ; 
as not worth hearing; as. one that had a 
devil ; as in league with the devil ; as a 
blasphemer, a Samaritan, a madman*, a devil 
himself. I read indeed, but my understand- 
ing was not yet opened to understand such 
plain Scriptures, as these, John ch. xv, v. 1 9, 
20, " If ye were of the world, the world 
would love his own ; but because ye are not 
of the world, but I have chosen you out olF 
the world ; therefore^ the world hateth you. 
Remember the word, that I said unto you; 
the servant is not greater than the Lord ; 
if they have persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you." And Matt. ch. x* v. 24, 
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^5, ** The disciple is not above his master, 
nor the servant above his Lord. If they 
have called the master of the house Beel. 
zebub, how much more shall they call them 
of the household ?" And Matt. ch. v. v. 11, 
12, ^^ Blessed are ye when men shall revile 
you, and persecute you, and say all manner 
of evil against you falsely for my sakd Re- 
joice, and be exceeding glad, for great is 
your reward in heaven ; for so'persecuted 
they the prophets, that were before you." 
Not -being aware of these consequences, 
when my reisolution was first formed, I was 
as one, who hath begun to build with count- 
ing the cost, and was greatly disturbed, 
when I saw the favourite idol of my proud 
heart, my character, in such imminent dan- 
ger. 

It must be supposed, this would make me 
cautious what doctrines I admitted into my 
creed ; and, unwilling to be coi^pnced^ that 
those things were true and important, th^ 
' profession of which was sureto bring infa- 
my on my character ; and that, even after 
the fullest conviction, I should thereby be 
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rendered very careful in what msmner X 
preached them. In general, howevor? though 
the conflict was sharp, I was enabled to b^ 
faithful. The words, ^^ necessity is laid 
upon. me, yea, woe is me, if I preach not 
the gospel," were cooimonly upon my mind, 
when I penned my sermons, and when t- 
entered the pulpit : and though, when a jbold 
declaration of what I believed to be the 
truth, with an offensive application of it to 
the consciencies of my hearers, drew oppo- 
sition and calumny upon me, I have secretly 
resolved to be more circumspect the next 
time ; yet, when that time came, my heart 
and conscience being both engaged, I have 
not dared to conceal one tittle of what ap«* 
peared to me to be true, and to promise 
usefulness. But whilst, with perturbatioa 
of mind, and with many disquieting appre* 
hensions, I declared the message, with 
which I sw^posed myself to be entrusted, 
to screen n^self from the charge of Metho- 
dism, and to soften the offence, I was fre- 
quently throwing out slighting expressions, 
and bringing* the charge of enthusiasm 
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against those, Vho preached such doctrines, 
as I was not yet convinced of. Op the other 
hand, my concern about my character quick- 
ened me very much in j^rayer, and increased 
my diligencfe in searching the Scriptures, 
that I might be sure that I was not, at this 
expense; preaching cunningly devised fables, 
instead of feeding the souls committed to 
my care, with the unadulterated milk of 
gospel truth. 

In this state of mind, which is easier un- 
derstood by experience, than description, I 
met with Mr. Venn's Essay on the Prophe- 
cy of Zacharias. I was no stranger to the 
character he bore in the eye of the world, 
and did not begin to read his book with 
great alacrity or expectation ; however,' the 
importance of the subject, therein treated 
of, engaged my attention, and some degree 
of impartially, as I proceeded. , I disap- 
proved,- indeed, and quarrelled with many 
things ; but others evidenced their truth and 
importance to my understanding and con- 
science, especially I found a word in season, 
respecting my weak and wicked shame and 
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attention to character, in inquiring after 
truth, and in the perforkxiance of the im- 
portant duties of a gospel minister. These 
solemn words, in particular, went home to 
my heart. ^^ If the spirit of the world, pride, 
. carelessness respecting the soul, and the ne- 
glect of Christ, be not hateful to God, and 
destructive to men, the gospel, (with rever- 
ence I speak it,) is an imposition. Do you 
abhor that thought as blasphemy \ Abhor as 
much a fawning upon Christ from year to 
year in your closet, calling him there your 
Lord and your God; and then coming out 
to consult the world, how far they will 
allow you to obey his plain commanjds, with- 
out saying, you are a Methodist. Cease rath- 
er to profess any allegiance to Christ, than 
treat him, under professions of duty, with 
such contempt. I would, saith he to the 
church of Laodicea, thou wert cold or hot, 
so then because thou art lukewarm, and nei- 
ther cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my 
mouth." Rev. ch« iii. v. 15, 16. 

I should as easily be convinced, that there 
was no Holy Ghost, as that he was not pres* 
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e&t with my soul, when I read^ this passage, 
and the whole of what Mr. Venn has writ- 
ten upon the subject. It came to my heart 
with such power, conviction, and demon- 
stration of the Spirit, that it lifted me^ up 
above the world, and produced that victory, 
which faith alone can give ; and that liberty, 
which uniformly attends the presence of the 
Spirits of the Lord. I became, at once, 
ashamed of my base ingratitude, and foolish 
fears ; and was filled with such consolation, 
and rejoicing even in the prospect of sacri^ 
ficing my character, and running the risk of 
infamy and contempt, as made me entirely 
satisfied on that head ; and some few unbe- 
lieving seasons excepted, I have ever since 
been very little troubled about being ac- 
counted an Enthusiast, or a Methodist. 

But still I remained, as much, and am 
mcfW more afraid of enthusiasm itself than 
ever ; and the nearer I verged to what I had 
ignorantly supposed to be enthusiasm, the 
Siore apprehensive I became, lest my earn- 
estness in such interesting inquiries, and 
Uie warmth of my natural spirit, thus occa- 
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sionally increased, should put me ofF my 
guard, and betray me into delusions and 
mistakes. From this danger I could obtain 
no security, but by keeping; close to the study 
of the word of God ; and by being earnest 
and particular in praying to be preserved 
from enthusiasm, and to be enabled to dis- 
tinguish between the pure revelations of the 
Holy Spirit, and the inventions of men, or 
the delusions of the spirit of lies. 

The doctrine of a Trinity of coequal per- 
sons in the Unity of the Godhead had been 
hitherto no part of my creed. I had long 
been accustomed to despise this great mys- 
tery of godliness ; I had quarrelled with the 
articles of the established church about this 
doctrine ; I had been very positive and open 
in my declarations against it ; and m^ un- 
humbled reason still retained objections to 
it. But, about {une, 1777 ^^ I began to be 
troubled with doubts abqut it, and to suspect 
the truth of Dr. Clark's hypothesis. I had 
just read Mr. Lindsey's Apology and Se- 
quel. Before I saw them, I had madea 
jest of those, who thought of confuting him 
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on the CTTthodox scheme, and was not with- 
out thoughts ,of maintaining Dr. Clark's 
system against him. But when I under- 
stood, that he claimed Dr. Clark as a Socin- 
iap, I was surprised, and engaged in much 
anxious consideration of the subject. The 
more I studied, the more I was dissatisfied* 
Many things now first occurred to me, as 
strong objections against my own sentiments 
on that head'; and being perplexed, and 
unable to make out a. scheme for myself, I 
easily perceived, that I was not qualified to 
dispute with another person. My pride and 
my convictions struggled hard for the vic- 
tory; I was very unwilling to become a 
Trinitarian, in the strict sense of the word; 
though, in my own sense, I had for some 
time pretended to be one, and yet, the more 
I considered it, the more I was dissatisfied 
with all other systems. My esteem for JVlr. 
— . was also now very much increased ; 
and though I had hitherto concealed this 
part of my sentiments from him, yet I knew 
his to be very different ; and though I was 
not willing to be taught by him in other 
9 
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matters, ytt, in this respect, finding his opin-* 
ion the same, which in all former ages of 
the church, bath been accounted orthodoic, 
whilst that, which I held, had all along been 
branded as heretical ; my fear^ of a mistake 
were thereby exceedingly increased. In 
this perplexity, I applied to the Lord, and 
besought him to lead me to a settled con- 
clusion, what was the truth. After much 
meditation upon the subject, together with 
a careful examination of all the Scriptures^ 
which I then understood to relate thereto, 
accompanied with hearty prayer for divine 
teaching, I was at length constrained to re* 
nounce, as utterly indefensible, all my for- 
mer sentiments, and to accede to that doc- 
trine, which I had so long despised* I saw, 
and I could no longer avoid seeing, that the 
offices and works attributed in Scripture to 
the Son and Holy Gho^t, are such, as none, 
but the infinite God could perform ; that it 
is a contradiction to believe the real, and 
consequently infinite satisfaction to divine 
justice, made by the death of Christ, with- 
out believing him to be very God of very 
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God ; nor could the Holy Ghost give spir* 
itual life unto, and dwell in the hearts of all 
believers at the same time,' to suit his 
work of convincing, enlightening, teaching, 
strengthening, sanctifying, and comforting, 
to die several cases of every individual, were 
he not the omniscient, omnipresent, infinite 
Cod. And being assured from reason, as 
well as from Scripture, that there is not, and 
cannot be more Gods than one, I wis driv* 
en from my reasonings, and constrained to 
submit my natural understanding to divine 
revelation; and allowing, that the incom- 
prehensible God alone can fully know the 
unsearchable mysteries of his own divine 
nature, and the manner of bis own exist*- 
ence, to adopt the doctrine of a Trinity in 
Unity, in order to preserve consistency in 
my own scheme. But it was a considerable 
time, before I was disentangled from my. 
embarrassments on this subject. 

fiitherto my prejudices against Mr. E(er- 
vey, as a writer upon doctrinal subjects had 
been very strong. I thought him a very 
pious man, and I had read with pleasure 
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some parts of his meditations ; but having 
considered him an entRUsiast, I had no cu- 
riosity to read any other of his writings. 
But about July, 1777, I providentially met 
with his dialogues and letters between Thc- 
ron and Aspasio, and opening the book, I 
was much pleased with the first passage, on 
which I cast my eye. This engaged me to 
read the whole, with uncommon attention ; 
nor did I, in twice perusing it, ever meet 
with any thing contrary to my own senti- 
ments, without immediately beseeching the 
Lord to guide me to the truth. I trust the 
Lord heard and answered these my prayers ; 
for though I could not but dissent from him, 
(as I still do,) in some few things ; yet I 
was very much enlightened thereby in every- 
thing, relative to our fallen, guilty, lost, and 
helplessly miserable state by natuMe ; and 
the way and manner, in which the believer 
is accounted, and accepted, as righteous, in « 
the presence of a just, holy, and heart- 
searching, a faithful and unchangeable God ; 
especially his animated description and ap- 
plication of the stag-chase, cleared ug this 
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important matter to my mind, more than 
any thing I had hitherto met vith upon thi^ 
subject. 

I had now acceded to most of the doc*^ 
trines, which, at present, , I believe an4 
preach; except uhe doctrine of personal 
election, and. tho^e which depend on, and 
are connected with it. These were stUl 
fooUshniess to me ; and so latp as August, 
1777, 1 told my friend, Mr. i ' ■ , that I wa» 
sure, I should never be of hisf sentiments 
on that head ; to which* he answered, that if 
I never mentioned this subject, he never 
should, as we were now agreed in all ho 
judged, ab9olutely needful ; but he had not 
the least doubt of my v.ery shortly becom* 
ing a Calvii^st, as 1 should presently dis- 
cover my system of doctrine to.be otherwise 
incomplete and inconsistent with itself. And 
indeed, by this time, I had so repeatedly 
discovered myself to be mistaken, where I 
had been, v(^ry confident, that I began ta 
suspect myself in every thiag, wherein I 
entertained sentiments different from those, 
with whon;^ I conversed* This did not in* 
9* 
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fluence nie to take their opinions upon 
trust ; but it disposed me more particularly 
and attentively to consider them ; and, in 
every perplexity, to have recourse to the 
Lord, to be preserved from error, and guid- 
ed to the truth. 

About the same time also, I began to have 
more frequent applications made to me by- 
persons under deep concern for their souls* 
My heart was much engaged in this new- 
employment; I was muqh troubled to see 
their pressing anxieties, and to hear their 
doubts, difficulties, and objections against 
themselves. Being sincerely ilesirous to 
instruct them right, and to lead them on to 
establishment, and conifort, I felt my defi- 
ciency, and seemed to have no ground to go. 
on, nor any counsel to give them, but what 
led them into greater perplexity, instead of 
relieving them. In this case, I earnestly 
' besought^ the Lord, to instruct me what 
word in season to speak unto them. 

Thus circumstanced, I read " Witsius's 
Economy of the Covenants," and pbserved, 
what use he made of the doctrine of electioa 
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for this very purpose. This convinced me, 
that the doctrine, if true, would afford that 
ground of comfort, which my people wanted. 
It would evince, that their being awakened 
out of a careless state to kn earnest concern 
for, and anxiety about their souls, and to an 
hearty desire of cleaving unto the Lord ; 
and their want of some security, that they 
should not, through the deceitfulness of 
their own hearts, their own weakness, the 
entanglements of the world, and the tempta* 
tions of Satan, fall back again into their 
former course of sin, was the work of the 
Holy Ghost. If this were wrought in con- 
sequence of the determinate purpose, and 
foreknowledge of G»d respecting them ; it 
^vould follow from the entire and undeserved 
freeness of this first gift, bestowed on them, 
when neither desiring, n > seeking it, but 
being in a state of enmity and rtrbellion 
against, and neglect of God ; and from his 
unchangeableness in his purposes, and faith- 
fulness to his promises, that he would as- 
suredly carry on, and complete this good 
work gf his grace, and keep the believing* 
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soul, as in a castle^ through faith unto sal- 
vation. 

Having now discovered one use of this 
doctrine, which before i objected to as use- 
less and pernicious, I began Xo consider, 
how the other objections, which I had been 
accustomed to urge against it, nniigkt be 
answered. 'Tis true, that I began to con- 
sider this whole matter, as a mystery, not to 
be comprehended, nor yet too curiously 
searched into, by man^s natural reason, but 
humbly received by faith^ just as far, as it is 
plaiply revealed in God's unerring word* 
Many objections, therefore, I, was constrain- 
ed to leave unanswered, resolving them iqto 
the incomprehensible nature of God^ whose 
judgments, and still more whose counsels 
are, as the great deep, unfathomable ; and 
' into the sovereignty of God, who does what 
he will with his own, and gives no account 
of any of his, inatters, let who will presume 
to find fault; and i'tito his declarations^ that 
his thoughts and ways, are as far above ou^ 
thoughts and ways, as the heavens are above 
the earth. Here I left ^is matter, con* 
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scious at length, that such knowledge was 
too high for me, and that, if God had said ' 
it, it was not niy place to cavil against it. 
I acknowledge,, this way of answering ob- 
jections is not very satisfactory to man's 
proud curiosity, who would be, as God, and 
know all? that God knows, and even dares 
to dispute with him ; and there are times, 
'when I can hardly acquiesce in such a so- 
lution ; but surely, it is highly becoming the 
dependent state, and limited understanding 
of thp creature, to submit the decision of all 
such high points, implicitly to the award of 
the infinitely wise Creator. And the chris- 
tian religion expressly requires it of us, for 
our Lord declares, that, " Except we re- 
ceive the kingdom of God,'* (»ot as a dis- 
puting p'lilosepher,) but ^'as a little child, 
we shall in no wise enter therein." The 
day is coming, when we shall be able to 
answer all objections. Here we are to walk 
by faith, and see in part, as through a glass, 
darkly ; hereafter we shall see face to face, , 
and know, even as we are kAown. 
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Leaving, therefore, all difficulties of a 
metaphysical nature, to be cleared up in that 
world of light and knowledge, I began to 
consider the abuses of this doctrine, which 
I had always looked upon, as being a very 
formidable objection against it. Sut I soon 
discovered, that thoi^gh ungodly men, who 
make profession of religion, will turn the 
grace of God into licentiousness : yet, that 
we niight so explain and guard these doe* 
trines, that none could thus abuse them, 
without being con^cipus, that they did* ao^ 
and detecting their own hypocrisy 5 it still, 
indeed, appeared probable to me, that the 
preaching of them might occasioif somp 
trouble of mind s^t first to a few i;irell-dis- 
posed persons : but I considered, that, by a 
cautious declaration of them, and contrast- 
ing them with the general promises of the 
gospel to all, who believe, this might in a 
great measure be prevented; and at the 
worst, a little personal conversation with 
such persons, would seldom, if ever, fail to 
satisfy their minds, and even enable them, 
in general, to derive encouragement from 
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them ; whilst the unsettling of the niinds of 
such persons^ as ^rt carelessly living in an 
unconverted state, is the great enig>f all our 
preaching to them ; and, therefore, we need 
not fear any bad effect of this doctrine in 
that respect. The great question, therefore, 
was : *' are these doctrines in the Bible, or 
no ?" Hitherto I had wilfully passed over, 
and neglected, or endeavoured to put some 
other construction Upon all those scriptures, 
which directly speak of them; but now I 
began to consider, meditate, and pray over 
them : and I soon found that I could not 
support my former interpretation of them. 
They would teach predestination, election, 
final perseverance and assurance, in spite of 
all my twisting and expounding. It also 
occurred to me, that though now in disgrace, 
they were universally believed and n^ain* 
tained by our venerable reformers; that 
they were admitted, at the beginning of the 
reformation, into the creeds, catechisms, or 
articles of every one of the Protestant 
churches; that our articles^ and homilies 
expressly maintained them ; atid, cMse*- 
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quently, that a vast number of wise and 
sober-minded men^ who in their days were 
burning §md shining lights, upon mature de- 
liberation, had agreed, fiot only that they 
were true, butthat they ought to be admitted 
as useful, or even as necessary articles of 
faith by every one, who deemed himself 
called, to take upon him the office of a 
christian minister. 

In the course of this inquii^ I perceived, 
that my system of doctrine was incomplete 
without them. I believed, that men by na- 
ture, born in sin, and the children of wrath, 
by wicked works the envies of God, being 
in themselves ungodly, and without strength, 
were saved of free mercy and grace, without 
having done any thing, more or less, to de- 
serve it, through the Redeemer's righteous- 
ness and atone ment^ received by faith, the 
gift and operation of God ; and accompanied 
with a new birth of the Spirit, a new crea- 
tion unto good works, and to the divine 
image, by the power of the Holy Ghost ; 
and now, therefore, it occurred to me, to 
inquire from what source these precious 
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tilessings, thus freely flowing through the 
chsmnel of redemption to poor worthless 
sinners, could originally spring ? In this in- 
quiry my mind being carried ba^' from the 
consideration of the effects, to the consider- 
ation of their causes ; and from the prom 
ises made to fallen man, to the counsels and 
purposes of God, which induced him to give 
those promises ; and meditating on the di- 
vine perfectiqps, his omniscience, unchanged 
ableness, and eternity^ and the end, which 
the all sufficient God had in view, in his 
works, even the manifestation of the glory 
of his own perfections ; I at length perceived, 
that this great work of redemption, zii plan- 
ned by God, to whom were known all his 
works from before, the foundation of the 
world, must be the result of his eternal pur- 
pose, of displaying the glory of his mercy 
and grace in harmonious consistency with 
his most awful justice, and glorious holiness ; 
and .thereby ma^pifesting the inexhaustible 
resources of his manifold wisdom, in thu9 
reconciling, and at one time, and in one 
work unitedly, glorifying these his' attri- 
10 
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bates, which, considered as perfect^ seeiri^ 
to created understanding, irreconcilable to 
each other* Especially I was convinced of 
this, whetf I discovered, that until the fall 
of man made way for, and the redemption 
had manifested the attribute of mercy, to 
sinners, it had, as far as we can learn, been 
unexercised, and undisplayed, and conse- 
quently unknown to any, but God himself, 
from all eternity ; nor coulck he have the 
glory of it, but must have been considered, 
as so perfect in justice and holiness, as to 
be incapable of exerbising mercy, had he not 
chosen some objects on whom to exercise 
it ; and devised some way wherein to exer- 
cise it, in consistency with his other perfec- 
tions. Thus I perceived redemption to be 
the effect of a settled design formed in God's 
eternal counsels, of manifesting himself to 
his reasonable creatures to be complete, and 
full orbed in all conceivable perfections ; 
that the merciful and gracious nature of 
God, the fountain of goodness, alone moved 
him to choose any transgressors of his law, 
as objects of his favourable regard ; that his 
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unconstrained will and pleasure are the only 
assignable causes of his choosing one, rather 
than another; that the objections are as 
strong against this being understood of na« 
tions, or collective bodies, as of individuals ; 
that the whole work being his own; his 
wisdom having devised the means, his love 
and all-sufficiency having in the person, of- 
fices^ and work of Christ, made all things 
ready ; his providence directing absolutely 
to whom the word of invitation should be 
sent; and his holy Spirit alone inclining, 
and enabling the soul to embrace it by faith ; 
therefore, that God, who knoweth the end 
from the beginning, and is a sovereign, and 
when none have deserved any thing, may 
do, as he will with his own ; did actually 
" choose every individual believer, in Christ, 
before the foundation •f the world, t^»^ wc 
should be holy and without blame before 
him in love ;• having predestinated us untq 
the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 
himself, according to the good pleasure of 
his will ; to the praise of the glory of his 
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grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in 
the beloved." (Eph. c. i. v. 4, 6.) 

In short, though my objections were many, 1 
my anxiety great, and my resistance long ; J 
yet, by the evidence, which, both from the 
word of God, and from my own meditation, 
crowded upon my mind, 1 was at length 
constrained to submit, and, God knoweth, 
with fear and' trembling, to allow these for- 
merly despised doctrines, a place in my 
creed ; and, accordingly, about Christmas, 
1777, T began cautiously to establish the 
truth of them, and to make use of them for 
the consolation of poor distressed, and fear- 
ful believers. This was the only use I then 
knew of them, though I now see their influ- 
'^'^. cnce into every part of gospel truth. 
f \^ However, I would observe, that though 
\ I assuredly believe these doctrines, as far as 
here expressed ; (for I am not willing td 
trace them any higher by reasoning or con- 
sequences into the unrevealed things of 
God ;) and though I exceedingly need 
them in my view of religion, both for my 
own consolation, and security against the 
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consequences of my own deceitful heart, an 
ensnaring world, and a subtle tempter i as 
also for the due exercise of my pastoral of- 
fice ; vet I would not be understood to place 
the acknowledgement of them upon a level 
with the belief of the doctrines, that have 
before been spoken of. I can readily con- 
ceive the character of an humble, pious, 
spiritual^ christian, who either is an utter 
stranger to these Calvinistical doctrines, or 
through misapprehension, or fear of abuse, 
cannot receive them. But I own, that I 
find a difficulty in conceiving an humble, 
pious, spiritual christian, who is a stranger 
to his own utterly lost condition, to the de- 
ceitfulness and depravity of his heart, to the 
na^i/rtf/ alienation of his affections from God, 
and to the defilements of his best duties ; 
who trusts either in whole, or in part, allow* 
edly to any thing for pardon, and justifica- 
tion, but the blood and righteousness of a 
crucified Saviour, who is God manifested in 
the flesh ; or who expects to be made meet 
for the inheritance of the saints in light, in 
any other way, than by being bom again, 
10* 
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laew created, eonverted, and sanctified b]r 
the divine power of the Holy Ghost. 

Sometime in November, 1777^ I was by 
a then unknown friend, furnished with a 
considerable number of books, written in 
general by the old divines, both of the church 
of England, and of the Dissenters* And, 
to my no sm:all surprise, I found, that those 
doctrines, which are now dedmed Hovel in- 
ventions, and are called Methodistical, are 
in these books every where discoursed of, 
as known and allowed truths : and, that that 
system, which despising to be taught by 
men, and unacquainted with such authq^-s 
I had, for near three years together, been 
hammering out for myself, with no small 
labour and anxiety, was to be found ready 
xnade to my hands, in every book I opened; 

I make no wonder, that the members of 
the church of England are generally preju- 
diced against the writings of Dissenters; 
for I have been so myself to an excess. We 
imbibe this prejudice with the first rudi- 
ments of instruction, and are taught by our 
whole education to consider it as meritori^ 
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ous ; though no doubt it is a prejudice, of 
which every sincere inquirer after truth 
ought to be afraid, and every pretended in- 
quirer ashamed ; for how can we determine 
on whic^ tide truth lies, if we will not ex- 
amine both sides ? And indeed it is wel 
to all those, who are acquainted with the 
church histories of those times, that until • 
the reigi^f James the First, there were no 
controversies between the church established 
and the Puritans concerning doctrine, both 
parties being in all matters of imp<»'tance of 
the same sentiments ; they only contended 
abojit discipline and cereniontes, until the 
introduction of Arminianism gave occasion 
to the Calvinists' being denominated Doc- 
trinal Puritans. 0nto diis period all our 
church writers were Calvinistical in doc- 
trine, and even after that time, many might 
be mentioned, who were allowed friends of 
the church of England, who opposed these 
innovations, and agreed in doctrine with 
every thing, th^ hath been mentioned. - Let 
it suffice, out of many, to recommend Bish- 
op Hall's works, especially his ^' contempla- 
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tions on the Life of Jesus ;'^ a book not 
easil]^ too highly prized ; and Dr. Reynold^s 
works. To these, no true friend to the 
church of England can reasonably object* 
And in general I believe, and teach nothing^, 
l>ut what they plainly taught before me, as I 
could easily prove, but that I have been too 
tedious already. 

I had now* got the outlines of xs^ schenae 
of doctrine marked out ; but I had been so 
taken up with these doctrinal inquiries, that 
hitherto I was very much a stranger to the 
workings of my own heart, and had little 
experience in my own soul, of the power 
of these truths. The pride of reasoning, 
and the conceit of my superior discernment, 
had all along accompanied me ; and though 
somewhat broken, had yet considerable in- 
fluence. Hitherto, therefore, I had not 
thought of hearing any person preach, be- 
cause I did not know, that any person, in 
the circle of my acquaintance, was capable 
of informing me in any thing deserving at* 
tention, of which I was ignorant. But at 
length perceiving, that in the whofe matter 
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Mr. h ad been right, and that I had bcea 
mistaken, it occurred to me, that having 
preached these doctrines so long, he must 
understand many things concerning them, to 
which I was a stranger. Now therefore, 
though not without much remaining preju- 
dice, and not less in the character of a judge, 
than of a scholar, I condescended to be his 
hearer, and occasionally to attend his preach* 
ing, and that of so^e other Ministers* I 
loon perceived the benefit of this^ For, 
from time to time I found the secrets of mv 
heart discovered to me, far beyond what I 
had hitherto noticed myself; and seldom^ 
returned from hearing a sermon, without 
having conceived a meaner opinion of myself; 
without having attained to a further ac-< 
quaintance of my deficiencies, ray weakness, 
my corruptions, and wants, and without be- 
ing supplied with fresh matter for prayer, 
and directed to greater watchfulness. More- 
over I learned the use of experience in 
preaching, and was convinced, that the read)^ 
way to come at other people's hearts and 
oonsoiences, was to qpcak from my own* 
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In short, I gradually saw more and more of 
my need of instruction, and was brought to 
consider myself as a very novice in religious 
matters. I began experimentally to per- 
ceive out Lord's meaning, when he says* 
'* Except ye receive the kingdom of Heaven 
^^ as a little child, ye shall in no wise enter 
** therein." For though my proud heart is 
continually rebelling, and would .fain build 
up again the former Babel of self-conceit ; 
yet I trust from this time, in my settled 
judgment, I have desired, and prayed to be 
enabled, to consider myself as a little child, 
who ought simply to sit at the master's feet> 
to hear his words with profound submission^ 
and wait his teaching^ with earnest desire 
and patient attention. And from this time 
I have been enabled to consider those per- 
sons, whose knowledge has been ripened by 
years, experience, and observation^ as fa- 
thers and instructors, to take pleasure in 
their company, value theif counsels, and 
love to attend their preaching. 

Thus, I trust, the old building, that I had 
purposed to repair, was pulled down to the 
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ground, and the foundation of the new 
building of God laid aright; old things 
were passed away, behold all things were 
become new. What things were gain to me, 
those I have counted loss for Christ : mj 
boasted reason I discover to be a blind guide, 
until humbled, enlightened, and sanctified 
by the Spirit of God ; my former wisdom I 
DOW know to have been foolishness, and that 
when I thought I knew much, I knew no- 
thing as I ought to know. Since this peri- 
od, every thing I have experienced in my 
own heart, every thing I have heard and 
read, every thing I observe around me, con- 
firms and establishes me in the assured be- 
lief of those truths, which I have received ; 
nor do I in general any more doubt their, 
being from God, than I doubt, whether the 
sun shines, when I see its light, and am 
warmed with its refreshing beams. I see 
the powerful effects of them contintiall;^ 
amongst those, to whom I preach. I expe- 
rience the power of them daily in my owtt 
soul I and whilst by meditating on, and re- 
joicing in, the cross of Christ, I find the 
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world crucified unto me. and I unto the 
world. By preaching Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified, I Bee notoriously immoral persons 
influenced to deny ungodliness, and worldly 
lusts, and to live soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present world, being an exam- 
ple to such, as before they were a scandal to« 
And now by this change, the conse- 
quences of which I so much dreaded, what 
have I lost even in respect of this present 
world ? Indeed I have lost som.e degree of 
favour, and escape not pity, censure, scorn, 
and opposition ; but the Lord is introducing 
me to a new, and far more desirable ac- 
quaintance ; even to that of those, whom 
the Holy Ghost hath denominated the ex- 
cellent of the earth ; nay the Lord the Spirit 
condescends to be my comforter, , In gene- 
ral I enjoy an established peace of can- 
science, through the blood of sprinkling, and 
continual iipplication to the heavenly Advo- 
cate ; with a swe^t content, and that peace 
of G'- J, which passeth all understanding in 
casting all my cares upon him, who caretb 
for me. And I am not left utterly without 
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experience of t^zt joy^ which b unspeakable 
and full of glofi^^ These the world could 
not give me, were I in favour with it ; of 
these it canuot 4gprive ipe> by its frowns. 
My desire henceforth, God knoweth, is to 
live to his glory, and by my whole conduct 
and conversation, to adorn the doctrine pf 
God my Saviour, and to shew forth his. 
praise, who Uath called me out of darkness 
into his nuirvellous light; to be in some 
way or other useful to his believing people ; 
and to invite poor sinners, who are walking 
in a vain shadow, and disquieting themselves 
in vain, to taste and see how gracious the 
JLord is, and how blessed they are, who 
put their trust in him* 

Nov WQttld I tell to sinners round, 
WhAt a dear Saviour I have found ; 
Would point to his redeeming blood* 
And cry, behold the way to God \ 

Thus hath the Lord led me, a poor blind 
sinner, in a way, that I knew not ; he hath 
made darkness light before me,, crooked 
things straight, and hard thirds ea.- ; and 

a * 

hath br-anght me to a place, of which I little 
11 
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thought, when I set out ; and having done- 
these things for me, I believe, yea I am un* 
doubtingly sure, he will never leave me, nor 
forsake me* To him be the glory of his 
undeserved, long resisted grace \ to me be 
the shame, not only of all my other sins, 
but also of my proud and perverse opposi* 
tion to his purposes of love towards me* 
But all this was permitted, that my high 
spirit and stout heart being at length hum- 
bled and subdued, I might remember, and 
be confounded, and never open my mouth 
more, because of my, shame, now that the 
Lord is pacified to me, for all that I have 
done. 

And now, as in the presence of thf heart- 
searching God, I have given without one 
wilful misrepresentatiion, addition, or mate* 
rial omission, an histoifr of the great things, 
God hath done for my soul ; or if that suit 
not your view of it, an history of that change, 
which hath recently taken place in my reli* 
gious sentiments and conduct, to the sur- 
prise of some, and, perhaps, displeasure of 
others of my former friends. The doctrines 
which I have now received, are ii^deed 
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chtfged with being destructive of moral 
practice, and tending to licentiousness ; but, 
though I know, that mrbest righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags, yet, I trust, I may return 
thanks to God, that, by his grace, he hath 
so upheld me, since this change took place, 
that I have tsot been permitted to disgrace 
the cause in which I have embarked, by 
any immc^^ conduct. My rejoicing in this 
respect, is this, that in simplicity, and godly 
sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by 
the grace of God I have my conversation in 
the world. And sincerely I may avow, 
that the belief of these doctrines, hath a 
quite coiurary eflFect upon me. I most 
liesotily denre, aim, endeavi^ur, and pray to 
be enabled to love God and keep his com- 
mandments, without partiality and without 
hypocrisy, and so to demean myself, as by 
weU doing to put to silence the ignorance 
of foolish men. That I fall so very far 
abort in every thing, is not the effect of my 
new doctrines, but of my old depraved na« 
ture, and deceitful heart. Create in me a 
clean heart, O God, and renew a ri^ht spirit 
within me ! 



PART III. ' 

Containing Observatioics on the foregoing 

Narrative. 

My design in writing this accout'of my- 
self, and my religious inquiri'es, and change 
of sentiments, was as follows, i considered 
myself a singular instance of a very unlikdy- 
person, in an uncommon manner, being led 
on from one thing; to another, to embrace a 
system of doctrine, which he once hedrttly 
despised* And as I d% assuredly believe^ 
that this change hath been effected under 
the guidance and teaching of the Holy 
Ghost ; so I verily hoped, that a circum- 
stantial relation of it might be an enctmrage- 
ment and .omfort to those, who know and 
lore the Lord, and from them levy a tribttte 
of gratitude, and praise to our gracious won- 
derworking God ; and that it also might be 
instrumental, by the convincing Spirit, to 
awaken others to a serious review of their 
religious sentiments ; to put them upon the 
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same earnest inquiiy after the truth, as it is 
in Jesus ; and to influence them to the dili- 
gent use of the same blessed means, in which 
the Lord directed me to be found. In order 
to forward this effect, I would offer a few 
observations, upon what has been related, 
to the attentive and impartial consideration 
of the reader; ai^d may the Lord guide 
both the writer and reader of these sheets 
to the saving knowledge of himself, and of 
the ways of truth, and peace ! 

Now Ist. I think it must be evident to 
every unprejudiced reader of this narrative, 
ijiat at the time this change commenced, I 
was, humanly speaking, a most unlikely 
person, to embrace this system of doctrine. 
This will appear from* the following con- 
siderations. 

1. By reason of my religious opinions at 
that time, which had been for many years 
directly contrary thereto. Being always of 
a reflecting turn, I had exceeding high no* 
tions of the powers of human reason, and a 
▼ery favourable opinion of my own under- 
standing ; and I had, upon reasoning prin- 
11» 
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ciples, embraced a sjrstem of religion, wImK 
iirhilst it soothed iny conseieoce, flatl^red 
this self-conceit* After some trivial altetv 
atioBs, I seemed to m^s^slf, upon mkVfM^ 
deliberation to have. come to a stttkddetoiv 
mination, and had bestowed oonsideraU^ 
pains in making myself acquainted irich 
those arguments, and interpreiaftioi» - of 
Scripture, wherewith chat system is tiisualiy- 
defended ; and I had raked together Okaay 
of those plausible objectioae, and high 
charges, which are by reasoning men brought 
against the doctrines, and pm*sons of the 
Calvinists. But, on the other hand, I was 
in a great measure a stranger to what the 
Calvinists could say for themselves ; hfcauae 
I thought the matter too plain to bear an 
argument, and* therefore did not think their 
answers worth reading. In short, 1 was 
fallen so very low, that very few have ever 
b:;en recovered from that abyss of error« 
into which I had been permitted to sink* 
Full of confidence in my cause, and in the 
arguments, with which I was prepared to 
support it, with the most sanguine expecta*^ 
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iaMOB of sticcess, I was eager to engage in 
coBtroverfty wkh the Calvioistt* In this 
Gonfidenee I* Afecpiently harangatd agaiast 
them itovBk the pulpit, and seated not to 
charge upon them consaqtieooeshoiih absurd, 
aud shoefcsng. AmA yet, at length, after 
imich, wry iBUch anxtota, diligent wqusry, 
I have eiftfaraced, as the sacrad tnitha of 
God's nnerving word, every doctrine of this 
despised system* 

8. From my natural spirit, and temper, 
I was a most unlikely person- Aus to change. 
Few persons were ever more aelf^suflicient 
and positive in- their opinions, than I was. 
Fond to excess of entering into argument, 
I never fiiiled on these occasions to betray 
this peculiarity of my character. I seldom 
acknowledged or suspected myself mistak- 
en ; 'and scarce ever dropped miy argument 
until either my reasonings, or obstinacy had 
silenced my opponent. A certain person 
once said' of me, that I was like a stone 
rising down the hill, which could neither 
be stopped, nor turned. This witness was 
true ; but those things which are impossible 
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with man« are easy with God. I am eiri- 
deiitly both stopped, and ttirtied. Mnti I 
am persaaded coold tiot have done it ; but 
this hath God wrotight, and I am not more 
a wonder to others, than to myself. Indeed 
I carried the saaie obstinate, positive tern* 
per into my religions inquiries ; for I never 
gave up one tktle of my sentiments^ tin I 
could defend them no longer, nor ever sub- 
mitted to convittioD, till I could make no 
longer resistance. The strong man, armed 
with my natural pride, and obstinacy ; and 
having with my vain imaginations and rea- 
sonings, and high thoughts, built himself 
many strong holds, kept his castle in my 
heart; and thus garrisoned, when the 
stronger, than he came against him, he stdod 
a long siege ; till being by superior force 
driven from one to another, and all his ar- 
mour wherein he trusted, being at length 
taken from him, he was constrained to re- 
cede. And the Lord having made me wilt- 
ing in the day of his power, I was forced 
to confess ; *^ O Lord, thou art stronger 
')han I, and hast prevailed.*' 
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d« My Mtmdon in Ufa reoder«d €U€h a 
duoige isD^obiiblc* I )uul a» iseveasttig 
HtaAff no private fortune^ a Bivrow^ preca«- 
ii<H»ttic90»e, and a» ^^pectaliaot) except 
iioia such friends, as my comdvM anight 
procure, ^r eimtiacia to ne. I had unex- 
pecledly comracled »i aoqaainttiice with 
aooie o£ those, whose fitvcwr goes a great 
way towards a aMa's^advaocementf hi life ; 
nor was i iasenaible tottte adf^nlages tobe 
h(^d lor, from cultivating, hy a coaipiiaat 
behaviour, their kiad and firie t idly legard 4o 
me. At the saisettMie, I waaao steaagsr 
to theopinion, whieh the world eatertaias of 
those, who pieach diese disreputable doc- 
trines; and eottU not hut conolude, that 
oiAnieing this systeai of 'religion, w^b a 
probable way of depriving mysdf of this 
praspec't of prefermeat^ • Had I not%> there- 
fore, as* the result of my diligent inquiries, 
been assuredly e(»vinoed, that it was my 
indispensable duty to embrace, and preach 
them, and that, by so doing alone, I could 
ensure to myself the favour of a better 
friend, than any here below ; I should have 



be«ii dealittitiB ^vmx ut covmion Mne, ^ 
httve IumI asjr tbiag to do with them. And 
yetbmmg avare all'slmig, hMrunfaTOtmi^ 
ble, aecmhdm^t^kmnmnprakaibilkUf^ it would 
prov« M iB3r iraiMljr wMMiU, at l«ttfth I 
have daifbirailelf embraced them* 
^ 4» Nar Iraa nqr ragaid ^«& my cbaraeter 
a tr^ii^ 9«6iirhy agaiiiet such a change of 
seoitimest. I waa anbitaiMialjr aad eiccesa- 
»rrty fimd Jof that honour, which cometh 
imm, m9m% and eooatdered the desire of 
praise, aa idfowabk, aay laatBUe. By diia 
motive was I ofged on to a very diligent 
j^rosecutmi of my studies, even beyond what 
my natotal iactiaaeioa kd me to ; and my 
whole eoadoct was iiiiueneed by, my whcde 
conversation tinctiired with, this vain-glori*' 
mis aim. On the other hand, ^v^idi appro* 
bation and selfHromplaceacy, I hAU been 
accostoaned to hear the moat eontemptuoua 
and opprobiotts eptthets, liberally added to 
the names of those persons, to whom 1 have 
now jomed myself i and all along, as I 
verged nearer and nearer to Methodism, I 
was painfully sensible^ that I was drawing 
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ttpon a^«lf the tasie fnortifying dtstitt6« 
QOQB. I lia?Q been a Tm-glorious candi* 
date lor hiimui appteme ; byt I renounce 
aoch ^ct9iiik»ia» and wUUagty sttbmit to be 
eonaUered by Ae world, mdcr the mortify^ 
ing diaracter of a aiUy^ haif-wHled, crack- 
brained entiuMiast. Tfaeee eptAeis, I am 
seneibte, are novr 4>e8loiircd ii{Mm me, be« 
hind my back, and very o&tn to my face. 
I bksa Ciod^ thia doth not aooTe me, but l 
can bemc^ly thank him, that I am counted 
worthy to enfier shame lor his sake. But 
when I saw this trial ap|>roaching, it appear- 
ed very formidable ; and I can truly affirm^ 
that nothing, but the fullest conviction, ^hat 
the causCf in which I was embarkii^, was 
the, cause, of God ; noshing, but not daring 
to act coBtiary tp the -plain dictates of my 
conscience, could have influenced me to 
make this sacrifice of my character, and 
bring myself under so much contempt and 
scorn. 

But 5. To reas<^n with our despisers, upon 
their own principles, upon supposition, that 
I am now fallen into enthusiasm, mistake^ 
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and strong delnrioti, I ctsrtstMy yrvs, vrhmt 
I first set out in thisincpihy, a very unlikely 
person so to do. My leacfing retolire was 
to' search for the truth dUlgendy, and tor 
embrace it, wherever I fcm^d it, v^tevet" 
it might cost. No sooner hwA I begun this 
hiquiry, than I was called upioa to give 
proof of the sincerity of (Ms resoiutton t 
and, from a principle of constiedte, though 
a mistaken one, I renounced my only pro* 
spect of fSlrferment ; s^d it W^ould"be tm*' 
reasonable to question my sincefettyj after H 
had been thus evidenced. ■ Sitice th^ timii 
I have also deliberately sacrificed my ehar-^ 
acter, and hazarded the loss of aU my for<- 
mer friends. Giving these- proofs of my 
integrity, I set off ki dependance on those 
plain promises, whieh I have mentioned^ I 
have sought for this desired knowledge of 
the truth mainly in readhig the holy Scrips 
tures, and by prayer for the promised teach*- 
ing of the Holy Ghost, after that mamier^ 
which hath been related ; and am now led 
to conclusions cfiametricaHy opposite, t6 
what I expected. Now lay all Aese things 
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togp&ther, and attentively consider them, and 
then let your own consciences determine, 
how fiu" it is probable, that a person, in this 
manner seeking for th^ truth, should be 
giren over to a strong delusion to believe a 
pernicious lie. ^ Would any of you, that 
is a. father, if his son asked bread, give him 
a Btone^ or if he asked a fish, give him a 
serpent ? If ye then, being evil, know how 
to give good gifts unto' your childrejn ; how 
mach more shall our heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit, to them that ask him ?" 
Can any man suppose, that after such re- 
peated and continued pleadings of the ex- 
press promises of the Lord to tliis effect, in 
earnest prayer, according to his appoint- 
ment, I should be likely to be delivered up 
to the teaching of the father of Lies ? Can 
any one make this conclusion without in- 
sinuating, that Ggd hath broken his (Prom- 
ises, which is shocking to think off In 
short, you may piake a jest of these things, 
yott may throw by the book without giving 
any attention to an argument of this kind ; 
or you may say, what you never cafi prove, 
12 
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that it is all a contrived story ; or you may 
argue, that these promises, though contained 
in the Bible, are not to be depended on by 
us ; which is to give up the Scriptures to 
be scoffed at by infidels and atheists, and to 
render them useless to the humble, anxious 
inquirer after truth and salvation ; but by 
no other means I am assured, can you ac« 
count for this single circumstance, without 
allowing, that the substance of those doc- 
trines, that I have now embraced, is indeed 
contained in the word of God ; that they 
comprise the truth, as it is in Jesus, and are 
not corrupted with any such delusion, as 
can hazard the salvation of my soul, or the 
souls of those, who by my ministry receive 
them. On this supposition all difficulties 
vanish. The Lord hath given me a sincere 
desire to know the saving doctrine of the 
gospel ; and though I was exceedingly ig*- 
norant, obstinate, and prejudiced, yet this 
desire, having, by his providential direcuon, 
led me to the word of God, and influenced 
me to seek his teaching by prayer ; God 
was faithful to his own promises, and it was 
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«n example of his own words ; " that every 
one, that asketh, receiveth, and he, that 
seeketh, findeth." My sincerity in seeking 
the truth, evidenced by the sacrifice I made 
to my conscience, was sufficient to convince 
any person, who is conversant and experi- 
enced in the things of God, that, as my 
friend foretold, thither would all my inquir« 
ies lead me, in that would they all finally 
centre. And could I be assured, beloved 
reader, whoever thou art, that thou wast as 
sincerely desirous to know the truth, as I 
then was, A^ as heartily resolved to em- 
brace it wherever thou didst find it, and 
whatever it should cost thee ; had I also 
assurance, that in a believing dependence 
on these promises, thou wast diligently, and 
from day to day, in the study of the word 
of God aiftd prayer, seeking the accomplish- 
ment thereof unto thy soul ; I would as 
confidently foretel, that, as to those things, 
which I now regard, as essential to salva- 
tion, and, if thou hast the souls of others 
committed to thee, as to what is needful for 
thy usefulness in the ministry, thou wouldst 
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be brought in time to the same conclusioQS, 
whatever thy present reUgious sentiments 
may be. May the Lord give thee true sin- 
cerity, and incline thine heart to try the ex- 
periment ! 

I am aware, that many will c^ject to what 
I have urged under this head, as being too 
confident ; and as urged by men of contrary 
religious sentiments, each in behalf of lus 
own system ; and as I would neither wish 
by vain controversy to be detauned from 
more profitable employments, nor yet to 
leave any material and plai^ible objection 
in force against what I have asserted ; I 
hope the reader ivill excuse my obviating 
this beforehand. In answer, therefore, to 
those who may deem me too confident in 
this argument, I would only entreat them 
impartially and carefully to collider the 
limitations with which on every hand it is 
guarded, and then to inquire whether, in 
any other way than that which hath been 
mentioned, he can account for this circum- 
stance ; that is, supposing this narrative 
true, for which the appeal is to the heai^- 
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searching God ; atod supposing the promises 
mentioned, to be proposed to us, that we 
might embrace, depend on, and plead them 
m prayer ; considering the glory of the di- 
vine veracity, as concerned in their accom- 
plishment to every believer, and then try» 
whether you possibly can evade one of the 
ibllowtng conclusions. 1 . Either God hath 
failed of his promise 9 Or, 2» God hath io 
the main, and as far as is expressed, led the 
author by his holy Spirit to the knowledge 
and belief of the truth. To the 3d argu* 
ment, taken from experience, I answer, !• 
That it is not fact : many pretenders to sin- 
cerity and candour will, without hesitation, 
condemn, as enthusiastical, such Reliance 
on, and confidence in these promises, and 
this way of searching for truth ; and it is 
plain, they do not seek truth in that man- 
ner, which they condemn in others. Ma^y 
others, perhaps, slightly mention these mat- 
ters, but they will not endure to be closely 
questioned : they are conscious, that ^ey 
have not sought the truth in this manner^ 
and therefore they evade 9uch discourse as 
13» 
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peraotia!. 2. I answer^that the writiDgs oi^ 
many pretended inquirers after tmth evi* 
deatly show, that they expect to fiiad it, not 
by trusting the Lord with aH their heart, 
asking wisdom of him; or seeking in the 
word of God and by prayer, to be taught of 
him ; but by leaning to their own under- 
standing, by resting the argument on philo- 
sophical reasonings, by backing it with the 
authority of this, or that renowned name, 
and supporting their conclusions by bold and 
perplexing criticisms, and interpretations of 
Scripture. Hence so many daring appeals 
from revelation, to reason and philosophy; 
hence such, and so many objections brought 
against doctrines plainly revealed in God^s 
word ; (if language hath any determinate 
meaning,) and so many consequences charg- 
ed upon these doctrines, with a^ design to 
invalidate their divine authority ; as if being 
made by every art of ingenuity, to have the 
shew of unreasonableness^, was sufficient to 
prove the plainest revelation of God's holy 
Spirit a falsehood ; hence such liberty, in 
interpretation and criticism^ taken with the 
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word of God, as the learned would never 
endure in interpreting, or criticising upon 
Horace or Virgil* .These things prove, that 
such persons are strangers to that earnest, 
hearty, *stncere desire to know the truth, 
which brings the inquirer to an humble will- 
ingness to be taught of God, and in sub- 
mission of understanding to seek wisdom 
from his word and Spirit. And 3. It is 
evident, that many pretenders to this sincere 
desire to know the truth, are not troubled 
with suspicions, that they are, or can be 
wmng. They have made up their minds, 
before they begin their inquiries ; and there- 
fore you will not find them willing to make 
the least concession, but, in the management 
of the controversy, resolved to vindicate,* 
and contend for every tittle^ wading through 
thick and thin, (as it is said,) to make good 
their cause ; and where arguments fail, to 
make use of the other arts of controversy, 
with which skill in the management of their 
weapons, and anger against their opponents, 
can supply them. Where a cause is main- 
tained in this manner, you may easily un- 



140 ObservaiioM on the 

derstmnd, that there is none of that earnest 
desire of learning the tr'hth, and that anxious 
fear of mistaking it, or «f that distrust of 
self, and those doubts concerning our pre- 
sent knowledge and belief, which constitute 
that sincerity, that leads the inquirer to the 
word and Spirit of God for direction and 
teaching. Lay these things, together, and 
they will, on scriptural grounds, cut off 
many confident pretenders to sincerity from 
their claims as entirely, as they exclude 
Annas and Caiaphas, and the chief Priests, 
Scribes, and Pharisees, from being sincere 
inquirers into the truth of the Old Testa- 
ment ; when, in support of their own au. 
thority and reputation, and influenced by 
pride, and anger, they, under colour of their 
law, put to death him, of whom Moses and 
the Prophets did write, even Jesus of Naza- 
reth, the Son of God* And as to men of 
another spirit, w^ho appear sincere, humble, 
and willing to be taught of God, in their 
inquiry after truth ; but do not entirely 
agree with what has been laid down, as my 
view of the truth ; I would only wish them 
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to observe the distinction established be- 
tween some and others of these doctrines. 
Such persons do not, I dare say, materially 
differ from that, which has been mentioned 
as necessary to salvation ; and therefore, as 
I allow that they may have been in the main 
taught of God ; so I only require the same 
allowance ; and that it may be supposed, 
diat the same God, who, according to his 
promise, hath led both, as far as needful to 
salvation, in the same way, has in othca: 
things left us te differ, for the mutual exer* 
cise of candour and. forbearance, till that 
time, when we shall know even as we are 
known* 

Lay these things « impartially together, 
consider my former sentiments on religious 
subjects ; my self-suficiency and positive- 
ness in my opinions ;-: my worldly interest 
and character, both t9 appearance at stake ; 
my sincerity in my religious inquiries thus 
evidenced ; and then, suppose my present 
sentiments to be enthti^hism, and pernicious 
delusion, and will it not be evident to your 
own consciences, that I was a most unlikely 
person to fall into them f 



149 Oiservathm on the 

II. In the second place I would observe, 
that this chan^^e in my sentiments was very* 
gradual. 

When any person suddenly changes his 
religious opinions for others very different 
from them, it is no inconsiderable evidence 
of a changeable, and fickle disposition ; it 
gives cause to suspect, that he was not well' 
established in his former sentiments ; that 
he had taken them upon trust, and was a 
stranger to the arguments, wherewith they 
might be defended, and to the objections, 
which might be urged against them. If 
worldly interest, reputation, or conveniency, 
seem to favour the change, there is room 
for a presumption, that these had an undue 
influence upon him ; > if not, it may be insinu* 
ated, that he was deluded with specious 
appearances, that he^ did not allow himself 
time to weigh the arguments pro and con ; 
that he had only changed one set of notions 
for another, without having duly considered 
either side. Such 'objections may reasona- 
bly be made, and the consequences of such 
precipitate changes too often justify thenif 
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Bat though I was always, and still am, of 
an headlong, impetuous spirit in other 
things ; and when once I have purposed, 
can have no rest, from incessant agitation of 
mind, till I have accomplished ; yet in this 
particiUar I acted contrary to my natural 
temper. Indeed, at first, I did in some in- 
stances too much betray my impetuosity ; 
but at that time I acted not in the character 
of an inquirer, but in full confidence, that it 
was pleading the cause of truth, and had no 
more thought of becoming what the world 
calls a Methodist, than of turning Mahom- 
etan ; and after that first hurry was over, 
though commonly in earnest, and sometimes 
in considerable perturbation of mind, I was 
outwardly calm and satisfied ; being gene- 
rally enabled to believe, that if I were in 
any thing at present mistaken, I should 
sometime be guided to the truth. My de- 
termination to set about this inquiry pro»> 
ceeded not so • much from anxious fears 
about my own soul, as from a deep sense 
impressed upon my heatt,'of the importance 
of nay ministry, and the worth of tl>e souls 
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committed to my charge, aod of the awful 
account to be given of them ; and as I all 
along bestowed some pains in instructing 
them in what I believed to be the truth ; I 
was preserved thereby from any discompos- 
ing fears, or undue disquietude of mind. I 
sat down very coolly to search for the truth, 
I proceeded very gradually, and with ex- 
treme caution ; I took up no one opinion 
upon trust; I gave up none of my senti- 
ments, until the arguments, wherewith I had 
learned to defend them, were convincingly 
answered ; nor did I admit any new articles 
into my creed, till either every objection 
was obviated, or I was pressed on the other 
hand with others, still more unanswerable. 
Much, very mucn, prayer and meditation 
preceeded every change of sentiment; and 
I was near three years from the beginning 
of my inquiry, before I came to a determin- 
ation, what was the truth. So long delibe- 
rately, and step by step, I examined the 
premises, before I finally proceeded to draw 
my conclusion. I perceive much cause to 
be ashamed of my unteachable temper ; for 
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with such opportunities as were afibrded 
me, if I had improved them, I might have 
been led to the knowledge and belief of the 
same truths, in much less time. But the 
Lord, I trust, led me in this way, and left 
me thus far to my own natural pride of 
heart ; that it might more evidently appear, 
that I received net my doctrines from man, 
but that indeedt in the first instance, I learn- 
ed them from the word and Spirit of God* 
III. Thirdly, I would observe, that as I 
changed my religious views deliberately, so 
I did it without any teaching from the per* 
sons, to whose sentiments I have now ac- 
ceded. For a considerable time after the 
commencement of my inquiries, I would not 
so much as read what they had to urge in 
their own behalf. I entered indeed into a 
correspondence with Mr. ■ ■ ■, but my in- 
tention was not to learn from him, but to 
dispute with him, which, when he waved, I 
dropt the correspondence, and utterly neg* 
lected his letters, as not considering them 
worth a re-perusal. From that time I 
avoided his company, and all the time I 
13 
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^oul<i Hot hear him preach* I would not 
te UDderstood to ihsinaate, that M n ■> ' i. 
kath not been- useful to me ; 4ie hath been, 
tnd continues td be eminently so; and I 
tontinually see great cause to bless God for 
|;iviflg me iuch A friend, to be so near at 
hand on all otcasions* But this I assuredly 
beltere, that had I never seen him after th^ 
time, ,that his example had put mc upon 
tonsideting my conduct, I should have ar- 
nyed at the same views of gospel truth 
Which I now have. His lisefulnesai to me, 
hath all sdong been in those matters, where- 
in we were in some measure agreed, not in 
those whet'ein we differed ; for in these my 
proud heart scorned to have him for a 
teacher*. 

At the same tiikie, though I had the Offef* 
of several books written by Dissenters and 
Methodists, I declidtd them ; and did not 
for jaear two years, peruae any of them 
with sufficient attention, to rec#llect toy 
thing of consequence in them. I say not 
this, as slighting these books ; justice "r6- 
quirei me to acknowledge, that many of 
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chem, vhkh then I ignorantly despised, poiir 
taia as seli4 apd judicious, a^d excellexi)t 
divinity, as hath been penned sii^e the aposr 
lies* days. But I did not ge( my system 
from them, for that was nearly completed^ 
before I was prevailed upon to read theni^ 
My studies, besides the bible,, were mainly 
confined to authors of allowed repotatioQ i« 
the church of England^ severa) of which X 
have mentioned. Wherein they diifered 
from each odier, (as ceruinly Tillotsoo and 
Hooker, Jortin and Beveridge, BiiU and 
Hall do differ very much indeed,) I endea* 
youred to judge for myself, comparing all 
of them with the word of God, and with 
the articles, homilies, and liturg}'' of the 
church of England ; and from such authors 
thus compared, as far as the writings of un* 
inspired men have been instrumental to this 
change, I have received the greatest part of 
my present opinions* 

But let it be observed, that the farther 
these streams are traced upwarfl, towards 
the fountain of the blessed ^efornaation, the 
purer they flow, accardiag, to my present 
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judgment ; and I have nO doubt, but I could, 
were I to go about it, with proper helps, 
prove undeniably, that there is nothing nia-» 
terial preached by me, under the scandal of 
Methodistical, which was not preached by 
those excellent persons, who having laid the 
foundation of our church-establishment, 
gave their bodies to be burned, in confirma- 
tion of the truths they taught. It is much 
to be wished, that their lives, and discourses, 
living and dying, and their remaining writ" 
ings, were more generally known amongst 
us, and did not remain locked up from the 
world in large folios, in the learned lan- 
guages, or in books out of print, or exceed- 
ing scarce ; the effect of which is, that the 
members of our national church are in 
general utterly ignorant of its standard doc- 
trines, and ignorandy brand those as Metho- 
dists and Enthusiasts, who preach zealously 
the very doctrines of the first Reformers. 

IV. In the fourth place, I would observe 
the great influence, which the study of the 
Scriptures had in producing this change. 
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We are coo apt, without careful examina- 
tion, to take things for granted ; and to col- 
lect our scheme of divinity from other zxx'> 
thors, and only to fetch a few detached texts 
from the Scripture, which appear to counte- 
nance our preconceived opinions ; neglect- 
ing, or very slightly considering such parts 
of the word of God, as seem incapable of 
being made use of to our purpose, we are 
too prone in availing ourselves of the lar 
hours of critics and expositors, to resign up 
ourselves implicitly to their guidance, and 
to imagine, that we have proof enough of 
our doctrines, if we can produce the sanction 
of some great name, which hath espousc4 
and maintained them, without carefully, ex- 
aniining whether they be right or wrong. 
But this is to pay thajt deference to the lln- 
man interpretation^ which is only due to th^ 
divide book commented upon. We minis- 
ters especially, though %t ordination we 
solemnly promise to turn all our studies, as 
much as may be, into this channel, are very 
apt to suffer our time, and thoughts to be 
engrossed wi;h su(;h $tttflie9 and employ* 
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ments, as are foreign thereto, interfere there* 
with, and leave, at most, but a secondary- 
attention for the study of the word of God* 
Hence It comes to pass, that frequently w^ 
do not bestow so much pains in meditating 
upon the Bible, and in comparing spiritual 
things with spiritual, one Scripture with 
another, with what we experience in our 
own hearts, and what we hear and see in the 
world around us, as we do about matters of 
far less consequence. So that probably, 
should we at any time sit down to a diligent 
examination of the whole word of God, we 
should find it a very diifercnt book, than we 
expected. Thus at least it hath been with 
me, and possibly it may be so with others. 
The word of God informs us, that true 
wisdom, the saving, practical, and experi- 
mental knowledge of divine things, is not to 
be acquired without earnest and diligent 
seeking, (Prov. c. ii. v. 1, 6.) " My son, if 
thou wilt receive my words, and hide my 
commandments with thee ; so that thou in- 
cline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine 
heart to understanding ; yea, if thou criest 
after knowledge, and lifteth up thy voice for 
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understanding ; if thou seekest her as silver, 
and searchest for her, as for hid treasures ; 
then shalt thou understand the fear of the 
Lord, and find the knowledge of God." If 
then our wisdom has been acquired witliout 
any of that eager desire after, and painfvd 
diligence in, seeking it, with which the co- 
veteous man desires and seeks for his riches ; 
It is a shrewd conjecture, that it is not of 
the genuine sort. Once I had in my own 
esteem a sort -of wisdom, which seemed to 
offer itself to me spontaneously, and to be 
found with little seeking ; but now I am 
persuaded, it was but a counterfeit, a fair- 
seeming pernicious foolishness. 

But that, which I now esteem to be true 
wisdom, if I could but attain unto it, is not 
to be ac(|uired in so easy a manner. When 
I first began to desire and seek after this 
wisdom, I set • out with the assurance, that 
it was to be found in the holy Scriptures, 
and no where else \ these alone being able 
to make us wise unto salvation. I there- 
fore considered myself engaged to make 
them my study ; aud, as the* whole was 
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within that space I have read the Bibl(& seve- 
ral times over, in every part, with the 
strictest attention I was capable of. There 
are very few passages, which relate to doc- 
trine, that I have not repeatedly and dili* 
gently examined, comparing one with anoth- 
er, with all the care an^ consideration I 
could ; and I seldom evejr ceased meditating 
on any portion of Scripture, until I had atr 
tained to some satisfying conclusion con- 
cerning its true meaning, and agreement with 
other Scriptures* I may truly say, I have 
filled reams of paper with religious discus- 
sions, with sermons, expositions and lettersi 
in all which I ransacked the Bible, to bring 
as much Scripture eyidence for my direction 
as possible. For these last two years I 
have scarce opened a book, except upon re- 
ligious subjects, and from morp^ng till nights 
pearly every day, all this while, my thought^ 
incessantly have been employed in medita- 
tion upon the great truths of the gospel. 
Every difficulty and objection, (and diffir 
culties and objections, both from my own 
meditation^, a^din the course qf i^y r^a^rngt 
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continually crowded upon my mind,) sent 
me to the word of God, and increased my 
care and attention in examining and weigh- 
ing every text of Scripture, respecting th^ 
point in question, before I exchanged my 
old opinion for a new one. 

Thus I may truly say, I have sought ih 
the word of God, (thilt field, in which alone 
this precious treasure lies hid,) for wisdom, 
for the saving knowledge of divine things, 
as for silver, and searched for her, as for 
hidden treasures. And though I am sensi* 
ble, compared wkh many, with whom I have 
personal acquaintance, and Atill more, whose 
works I read, my knowledge of the Scrips 
tares is superficial, the knowledge of a child, 
of a mere novice in the school of Christ ; 
yet I trust, that, as far as relates to th^ 
leading truths df the gospel, according to 
the promise, i am brought to understand the 
fear of the Lord, and have found the ktiiowU 
edge of God. And permit ihe, beloved 
reader, to put thee in femembraiice, that un- 
til thou hastj with some good measure of 
this diligence, studied the #hole word of 
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God, thou runnest very great hazards in;i„ 
passing judgment upon the men and doc- ;; 
trxnes* Be cautious in what thou doest>;j 
let these men quite alone, until thou hast^j, 
imitated the* conduct of the noble Bereans,^^ 
and hast thoroughly, and with unbiassed .^ 
mind, examined and meditated upon the,^ 
whole word of God, to see whether the,^ 
things, they believe, and teach, be so or no,^ 
Least otherwise it should come to pass, as,^ 
probably it will, that in opposing and con- ^ 
demning them, thou shouldst be found to^^ 
fight against God. And O ! that the Lord,^ 
would hear and grant my request, and by 
his Holy Spirit {)owerfully incline the hearts j, 
of all, who read these sheets, according to ^ 
their leisure, station in life, obligations, and., 
opportunities, thus attentively to read their | 
Bibles ; not as the word of man, but as the, 
word of God himself, speaking from heaven , 
and unto them, and concerning the everlast^ | 
ing interests of their precious, and immorta^i 
souls. Be the adviser what he will^ despised i 
and deserving to be despised for a Metho<- j 
dist, the advice is undoubtedly good ; advice 
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I shall have no occasion to repent having 
thus given you, at the solemn hour of death » 
and the awful day of judgment; advice, 
which, at those approaching seasons, none of 
you will repent having followed ; though it 
should divert you from more amusing, and 
at this day, more reputable studies, or en* 
gross that time, that you have been accus- 
tomed to devote to more pleasurable and 
fashionable employments ; but which neg- 
lected, will be an additional sting in every 
conscience, through all the countless ages of 
eternity. 

And O ! that they, to whom the chief 
shepherd hath committed the careof precious 
souls, and at whose hands he will assuredly 
require every one, that perishes through 
their default, would take in good part this 
expression of the very affectionate desire of 
my soul, both in behdf of them, and their 
flocks, in dropping these hints, concerning 
their peculiar obligations, to devote much 
of their time to the attentive, unbiassed study 
of the word of God, that infinitely best, but 
often, least studied of all' books. What 
14 
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avails it, that the ministers ef the everlaslSiig 
{(ospel shoukl be learned classics, profound 
philosophers, metaphysicians, and mathema** 
jicians, expert logicians, or adorned with 
the knowledge of the politer sciences, if 
they are unacquainted, oc hut superficially 
acquainted with the sacred Scriptures: | 
These other branches of literature majf 
amuse and entertain them, may procure them 
preferment, reputation, respect, and favouc • 
but it is the knowledge of the BiUe, which 
alone can enable diem* in such a manner to 
attend to themselves, and to their doctrine, 
as shall issue in the everiasting salvaiioa of 
their own souls, and the souls committed to 
their care. Far be it from me to presume 
to lay down my opinions, as the standanc^oC 
doctrine, or a rule for the faith, and preach- 
ing of my bretibren in the sacred miniatiy. 
But the more obscure I am, the less phjeotipn 
diere can reasonably, be against my just 
hinting to them, that if any one should find 
this subject manifest itself to bis conscience, 
and make him sensible, that verily he hath 
heen faulty in this: matter, and hath been at*- 
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tending to othieriemployinenis, and studying 
odier books more, than the trord of Qpd ; 
then possible he may be mistaken in his sen* 
ttmcnts cooc^ning the doctrine of the gos- 
pel^ aalii being mistaken himself, may be 
famleading others^ to the endangering of 
ttieir immorbtl soois ; for he cannot be cer» 
tain, but that, shoidd he employ some years 
in this single stud};, (which its importance 
well deserves,) he. may find the Bible a very 
different book^ than he expected. 

V. I would observe the influence, which 
prayer appears to have had in effecting this 
change. 

I am aware, that the world, though called 
christian, is come to such a pass, that ibt 
very mention of this 8ubj<ect ia many com- 
jianies is accounted ill mannefii^Qr even re- 
ceived with ridicule ; and riiat being known 
to live a life of prayer and communion with . 
God, is alone sufficient to denominate any 
person a Methodist. However it is scarce 
needful to say, how full the word of. God is 
of precepts, instructions^ exhortations, in* 
vitalions, promises, and examples to this ef* 
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feet. He never read his Bible, who knows 
not this.; nor can any man, under any pre- 
tence, make a jest of this great duty and 
privilege of a believer, without.pouring con- 
tempt upon the holy Scriptures, and insult- 
ing the brightest characters therein proposed 
to us as ejEamples, not excepting the Lord 
Jesus himself. Let men, therefore, under 
the profession of Christianity, be as irreli* 
gious and profane, as they please ; I shall 
not be ashamed to speak upon so unfashion- 
able a topic ; for if the word of God be true* 
he never knew any thing, as he ought to 
know, never believed, never repented, never 
performed one duty aright in his life, who 
hath not sought all his. wisdom, knowledge* 
faith, repentance, and sufficiency for obedi- 
ence, from God, by fervent, instant, and 
persevering prayer* Time was, even since 
I had souls committed to my care, that I« 
lived in the neglect of this duty, and so 
without God in the world ; but since, through 
his forbearance and merCy, I have been in 
earnest about the salvation of my own soul 
and theirs, I have not been • left to do so«. 
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However, it is not my intent to speak any 
farther on this subject, than relates to the 
matter on hand. 

The word of God promises the Holy 

Spirit to them thiat ask him. He is the 

Spirit of truth, leads into all truth, teacheSf 

and searches, and reveals the deep things of 

God* The leading promise to the church 

is, (Isaiah c. liv. v. 13.) *'*' That all her 

children shall be taught of the Lord/* (John 

c. vu V. 44, 45.) Referring thereto, Christ 

hath declared, that none can come unto him, 

•except be be drawn of the Father, and taught 

of God. And St. Paul adds, (1 Con c. ii. 

V* 14.) ^* But the natural man receiveth not 

the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 

foolishness to him, neither can he know 

them, because they are spiritually discerned." 

The natural man is explained in Jude, by 

not having the Spirit, which is evidently the 

the preceding verse he declares, that he 

Apostle's meaning in this passage ; for in 

preached the gospel, not *^ in words, which 

man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy 

Ghost teacheth, comparing spiritual things 

14» 
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open my understanding, take away die veil 
from my heart, and make known unto me 
the way of salvation, which is revealed to 
sinaers in his holy Word* Thus waiting 
upon the Lord, according to his own ap« 
pointment, depending upon, and pleading 
his promises from day to day, I was led 
from one thing to another, until my view 
of religious tnith was totally changed. This 
I most firmly believe to have been by the 
promised teaching of the Spirit ^f truths 
powerfully enlightening my mind, opening 
the Scriptures, and by dispelling the cloudsi 
of error and prejudices, enabling me to re* 
ceive the truth therein contained. 

But, though I am not ashamed of declare 
ing my desire of living a Kfe of prayer and 
communion with God ; yet I have no inten- 
tion in speakifig thus publicly on such asub« 
ject, but to advance his glory, and forward 
the salvation of douls. As in his presence I 
declare, that I have prayed over many of 
the most interesting passages o^ the Scrip* 
tures, chapter by chapter, and often verse 
by verse, with the most anxious apprehen- 
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"^ the aecr^^ of the Lord is with them, that 
fear him ;^' and that those^ who receive tidt 
the *^ love of the truth, that they might be 
saved, are given over to a strong delusion 
to believe a lie, that they might all be 
damned, >¥ho belieVed not the truth, but 
had pleasure in unrighteousness." (2 Thes. 
c. 5. V. 10 — 12.) 

On these grounds, and depending upon 
the promises and invitations so plentifully 
interspersed through the Scriptures, when 
I began to inquire after the truth, I began ' 
also to cry unto the Lord for his guidance 
therein ; and, as my mind became niore and 
more engaged, and my difficulties, in extri- 
cating myself/rom the labyrinths of contro- 
versy, increased, I became more and more 
earnest, and constant, and particular in' 
making my request. known auto God. My 
constant prayer to the Lord was, to be de- 
livered from pride and prejudice, blindness 
of heart, contempt of the truth, obstinacy, 
enthusiasm, ignorance, and error ; that the 
Lord would give me wisdom and knowl- 
edge, guide me to the truths as it is in Jesus, * 
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pointed out to thee, nor to plead them in 
prayer to a promise-keeping God ; if all dij 
knowledge of divine things hath been ac- 
quired bjr leaning to thy understaning ( if itt 
reading the Scriptures thou hast looked 
more to learned critics^ commentators, and- 
expositors, than to the illuminadng'Spirit of 
God, sought in humble prayer, to <^>en thy 
understanding, to take the veil from thine 
heart, and to give thee that wisdom, which 
is from above ; then be as sure as the word 
of God is true, and we are concerned in it, 
that thou art in the wrong, the light, that is 
in thee, is darkness, and thou knowest noth* 
ing yet as thou oughtest to know. May the 
Lord eflPectuaUy incline thine heart to take 
a contrary course, and to seek wisdom^ where 
alone it can be found, from &e Lord, the 
Father of Lights, and the giver of every 
good and perfect gift,* who hath invited thee 
to ask, that it may be given thee ! 

VL I would observe, thsit there is noth* 
ing in thp. Narrative, which can reasonably 
be condemned as enthusiasm. 

It is allowed, that there is such a thing as 
enthusiasm t that it is a frequent attendant 
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oa religious zeal ; that in some of its oper* 
ations it is 8^ grevious evil, (I speak of the 
faulty ^thuaiasm ;) ia all, attended with 
many iaconveniencies ; and that it ought; 
rery carefully to be guarded against by eveiy 
religious profiessor and zealous preacher. 
It would als^ be in vajn to pretend that the 
late revivals of religion, which indiscrimi- 
aately have been stigmatised with die name 
o^ Metliodtsm, have been^ in opinion and 
practice, entirely free frefn entbusjasm* 
What ^vivaJs of rel%ioA ever were free 
from such scandals ? Where the Lord sows 
his good seed, there the enemy will be sure 
fo scatter his tares* It must be confessed, 
that some of ^he most eqiinent instruments 
in this work, whos< nances, when prejudice 
shall vanish, will be handed down with hon- 
our, as burning and shining lights to the 
latest periods of the church, have^ by the 
greatness of their iseal, through humam frails 
ty, been betrayed into sentiments, expres- 
sions, and deportment, in some instances 
justly to be censured, as enthusiastical ; of 
which their enemies have not £auled suffi- 
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csiently to avail themselves. But whatever 
indiscretions and mistakes particular per- 
sons, who have preached these doctrines, may 
have fallen into, this doth not, in the judgment 
of candid and impartial persons, in the lea^t ef- 
fect the general cause, or prove the doctrines 
erroneous. We would not contend for the 
credit of individuals, or the interests of a par- 
ty ; but for the doctrines of God's word, and 
of the established church of England. These 
will continue true and important, though 
many of those, who have zealously and suc- 
cessfully preached them, should have justly 
incurred the charge of enthusiasm. All^ 
that I would intimate, is this, that a man 
may be led to the belief of those doctrines, 
which are branded as Methodistical, in a 
way of sober, rational inquiry ; and zealous- 
ly preach them without being an enthusiast. 
It would be very well, if some of those, 
who so readily accuse whole bodies of ap* 
parently religious persons, of enthusiasm, 
would favour us with their determinate defi- 
nition of an enthusiast. In its original mean- 
ing, the word has a very favourable sense^ 
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and implies that by a divine influence upon 
the soul, a man is filled with an ardour and 
warmth of zeal in the cause, he is engage;d 
in. Now it is good to be zealously effected 
always in a good thing, and, if our ardour 
of soul be from the Spirit of God, accord- 
ing to the revealed will of God, and for the 
glory of God, it is the noblest, most desira- 
ble, most heavenly, and most beneficial ex- 
ertion of the human mind* In every thing 
but religion, an ardour, described by the 
term esthusiasm, is allowed and commend- 
ed ; a: poetical, a military, a patriotic en- 
thusiasm, even when they carry men beyond 
the strict bounds of cold reasonings and ex- 
act prudence, fail not to meet with admir- 
ers. Our zeal may be fervent in every thing 
without censure, save when we are zealous 
.for the glory of God, and the salvation of 
immortal souls. But there is an enthusi- 
asm of this sort, whi<^ forms the highest 
elevation, and the noblest effort of the hu- 
man soul. Such an enthusiasm animated 
the apostle Paul, in all his self denying la- 
hours and sufferings, and filled (under the 
15 
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guidance of the Holy Ghost,) his writings, 
with such ardent eeal for the honour of bis 
dear Saviour, and aiFectioii for the souls o€ 
men. Such an enthusiasm, he expresses^ 
when he says, (2 Corinth, c. v. v. 13, 14.) 
** Wjiether we be besides ourselves, it is to 
God, or whether we be sober, it is for your 
cause ; for the tove of Christ constraineth 
us." Of such an enthusiasm as this I wish 
I were far from guilty. But on the oth- 
er hand, there is danger of a counterfeit, 
pernicious enthusiasm, and about tharwe 
are now enquiring. Now I apprehend, that 
in order to ccHistitute this culpable enthusi* i 
asm, some, one or more , of the following 
things must appear ; either the ardour of 
the soul, which is excited, must proceed j^i 
from a heated imagination, or from a delu- 
sion of Satan, instead of being produced by 
a divine influence ; or the cause, in which 
this ardour is employed, must be the cause 
t>f self and error, instead of the cause of 
God and truth ; or it must exert itself in 
iinjustifiable measures and, practices. But 
if our ardour of mind be warranted by the 
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word of God ; if it do not tend to the dishon- 
our of God ; and if it be confined in its ex- 
ercise to the rules sind precepts of the word 
of God ; how intense soever it mav be, I 
can see no cause to censure it ; unless men 
can be too zealous for the glory of God, and 
the salvation of souls. 

But whatever be the distinguishing cri*- 
terion of enthusiasm, I suppose it will be 
difficult to fix a charge of it upon any thing) 
for which I plead in this Narrative. I nev- 
er was taught any thing by iippulses, impres- 
sions, visions, dreams, or revelations ; ex- 
cept so far, as the work of the Spirit, in 
I enlightening the understanding for the re* 
ception of those truths, contained in the 
Holy Scriptures, is sometimes styled rev- 
elation. Other revelation I never expected 
or experienced, nor ever taught others to 
expect. Not but that the Lord is sover- 
eign, and may do what he will with his 
own ; and, if he pleases, may, and I suppose 
sometimes does, go out of the ordinary course 
iqx the conversion of a sinner^r the guidance 
of a perplexed, or the comfort of a distress- 
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ed soul ; but I never took one step in de- 
pendence on any such extraordinary inter- 
position, nor encouraged any person to do 
so. And surely it will not be called enthu- 
siasm, by any, but avowed infidels, to- be- 
lieve God^s word to be the rule of truth, and 
his promises to be faithful, and in this be- 
lief to seek for the knowledge of the doc- 
trines of the gospel, in the manner related. 
In this, way I have been taught no new 
truths, but as I believe, have been shewn 
th^ meaning, use, tendency, consistency^ 
harmony, wisdom, and glory of those truths, 
which are contained in the sacred volume, 
but which before, through pride and igno- 
rance, I perverted, neglected, reviled, and 
counted foolishness. Nor 'do I make any 
pretences to infallibility. Ood hath not, I 
trust, left me so unstable, as to float about 
in the uncertain stream of opinion, and to 
be tossed to and fro with every wind of doc- 
trine by the sleight -of men, and cunning 
craftiness, whereby they lay in .weight to 
deceive. As to the grand doctrines of the 
gospel, which I have endeavoured to mark 



out, as aeccsaaty to saivatioa, they are nei* 
ther so uncertain nor so difficult* as men 
would persuftdt us, their uncertainty and* 
difficulty arise wholly from our pride, pre*, 
judice, love of sin, and inattentive ignorance' 
of our hearts* There is really much diffi- 
culty in bringing vain man to cease from 
leaning to his own understanding, and in 
prevailing with him to trust in the Lord 
with all his heart, and to be willing, in the 
humble posture of a little child, to be taught 
of God. Nothing but a deep conviction of 
guilt, a fear of wrath, and a sense of our 
lost condition by nature and practice, cai| 
bring our minds unto this submissive frame ; 
but this being effected, the difficulty is over, 
and the way of salvation is so plain, that 
the way-faring men, though fools, shall not 
err therein. As to the other doctrines, 
which I believe myself, though they seejn 
plain enough to me, I desire not to prose- ^,- 
lyte others to them, but am willing to leave 
them as matters, in which fallible men may 
differ without danger. And as to my suffi- 
ciency for the faithful discharge of my min- 
15* 
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istiy to God's glory, and the salvation of 
soub, he will not I trust, deceive my ex- 
pectations, which are grounde,d on his prom- 
ises; for the rest I mistake daily, and find 
myself in continual danger of mixing my 
own imaginations with his divine truths, 
and following my own spirit instead of bis* 
Whatever I preach truly, or do wisely, to 
God be the glory, for I am not sufficient of 
myself to think a good thought ; whatever 
I speak falsely, or do foolishly, to me be 
the shame^ for it is the natural fruit of my 
own deceitful heart. If this be enthusiasm, 
it is an enthusiasm warranted, not only by 
tht word of God, as I have endeavoi:ired to 
prove, but by the whole liturgy of our 
church. We all at ordination profess to be 
moved by the Holy Ghost, to take the min- 
isterial office upon us, and assuredly we can- 
npt be moved by the Holy Ghost, if 
we have not the Holy Ghost, nor may 
expect his help and guidance. We agree 
to pray, that the Lord would lead into the 
way of truth, all such, as have erred and 
are deceived ; that he would illuminate all 
Bishops, Priests, and Deacons with truo 
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knowledge and understanding of his boljr 
ivord ; that he would clause our hearts by 
the inspiration of hk Holy Spirit ; that he 
would grant us true repentance and his Ho«» 
ly Spirit; and much more to this effect; 
and I am persuaded, that such a confidence, 
as I have expressed, cannot be censured as 
enthusiasm, without direcdy including our 
church establishmeut, and continual public 
worship in the same charge* 

VII. Lastly, I would observe, that our 
opposers, and despisers will seldom give ua 
the hearitig. With all their pretensions to 
candour, reasoning, and free inquiry, they 
accuse and condemn us without so much as 
knowing, "^ith any tolerable d<6gree of ac- 
curacy, what our sentiments are ; although 
thejr are furnished with such plentiful n)e«ns 
of inforipation, in those numerous publica- 
tions, which are now extant upon these sub* 
jects« 

Having imbibed strong prejudices against 
us, they frame so contemptible an opinion 
of our understandings and our writings, that 
they will not bestow ^o much pains, or af- 
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ford us 80 much regard, as to peruse our 
bookft ; and to caM an author a Methodist, 
is, with many people, a sufficient reason, 
why they should not read his works* Hence 
k comes to pass, that for want of informa- 
tion our doctrines are grievously misrepre- 
sented ; and in general the attacks made 
upon us, though they make our persons 
odioiiis and despised, do not in the least affect 
the argument in debate. What most of our 
adversaries -know of our opinions, are only 
scattered fragments picked up by hearsay^ 
wherein neither the connexion, c6n8tancy7 
tendency, nor application of these opinions 
are preserved ; and therefore, no wonder, 
diat we are vilified, and reproathed ^ with 
tilings, to which, we are utter strangers, or 
which we abominate, and protest against 
from sabbath to sabbath, and against which 
we neglect not to fill our writings with rea- 
sonings, warnings, and cautions. 

For my own part I freely acknowledge, 

that my strongest objections against this 
scheme of doctrine arose wholly from misap- 
prehension, and mistake. Not having read 
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their books, my notions of the doctrines of 
the Methodists, were reiceived fr^m vulgar 
report, and from their enemies ; whilst my 
own creative imagination put the construe* 
tion upOn, and drew the consequences from 
them ; so that when I preached against themt 
I was as one fighting with my own shadow ; 
and in speaking evil of those things, that I 
knew not, I only betrayed my* own ignor- 
ance and pride. No better founded are the 
lamentable out-cries, which, at this day^ are 
made against us, and our principles, as if we 
were •ndeavouring to banish reason, argu- 
ment, sober-mindedness, and morality out 
of the world ; and in their steailito substitute 
a parcel of whimsical vagaries,^ which are 
without foundation in reason, or Scripture^ 
and have no influence, or rather a pernicious 
influence on our conduct and conversation. 
When such a declamation is ended, (for 
one would not interrupt it,) ask the declaimr 
er, what a Methodist is i He can scarce 
give you an answer. Inquire about their doc- 
trines, he doth not understand them ; their 
writings, he never hath read themj 
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Reader, if thou desires! t6 know what our 
opinions are, and what reason there is for 
these heavy charges, read our books ; but 
read them with attention, and aim at inipar'> 
tiality ; compare them with the word of 
God, and with the liturgy, articles, and 
homilies of the church of England ; and, if 
thou hast leisure and opportunity, with the 
works of our first Reformers. !l^or do we 
desire thee to renounce thy reason, but only 
to make this reasonable concession; that* 
where thy reason ii^ould determide one way, 
but God hath expressly determined another 
way, thou wouldst allow him to understand 
his own mjvteries better, than thou dost i ^ 
and, that therefore, thou oughtest, by faith, 
eitefcised upon the veracity of God, to re- 
ceive those matters implicitly, and without ^ 
reasoning, which God hath revealed, and 
which thy reason feels to be far above, odt 
of its reach^ and therefore out of its prov- 
ince. Whenever, on such inquiry, thou 
distoverest us to be mistaken, there dissent 
Irom us, yea, blame us^ as far as meekness 
and candout will petmn ; but do not c6n- 
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doin us in the gross ; do not assert our 
w.ole scheme of doetrins to be enthusiast].- 
ca and groundless, though some of our 
witers should be found to have advanced 
scne questionable opinion* This were Aie 
wy to drive all truth and certainty out of 
tht world ; for what book can be .mentioned, 
thf Bible excepted, wherein there is nothing 
adranced, either erroneous, #r questionable I 

(ixd. foe assured, it is po argument of a 
lireere desire to know the j||uth, to read 
OQf one side of the question, and then clam^ 
oroQsly to adopt every childish cavil, e^^ry 
vapie report, every scandalous falsehood ; 
mo industriously to propagate them, as if 
hese afforded a sufficient confutation of all 
the ai^guments, authorities, and Scripture 
leatmooies, wherewith we support our s^« 
timt&ts. Observe, that though some pro- 
fessors have been proved cothuisiasts, and 
others detected to be hj^jMKsrites, this doth 
&ot prove, that we are all enthusiasts and 
^*ypocrit0s« Such rash judgments hurt not 
.s, but those that pass them. 

For mysdf, I here {nibUcly profe^> that. 
I will to the end of my days acknowledge 
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it, as the greatest obligation, that any pr 
son can confer upon me ; if, in the spirit F 
meekness, he will point out to me any erif 
or enthusiastical delusion, intp which I Hal 
falkn, and by sufficient arguments convirl 
me of it. I trust, that my earnest desirep 
discover the truth, as it is in Jesus, has ^t 
abated in its influence, and tl it I retain, ie 
same disintereiled resolution to embra^, 
and adhere tjf it^«with which I set ot* 
Still am I s<Jkitously fearful of being k- 
trayed by my warmth of spirit, and by |e 
deceitfulness of my heart, into errone^is 
opinions. But it is not clamour and Re- 
proach, or objections and arguments brought 
against sentiments I detest, or conseqi^n- 
cies I allow not, and do not see to be <t)n- 
sequent from my doctrines ; it is not ^ch 
reasoning, as sets one divine attribute at 
variance with another, and makes one [lart 
of the Bible contradict another, or exalts 
the human understanding upon the tribtipal, 
and arraigns and condellins revealed mjbte- 
fies at her presumptuous bar; I 8a>,iuch 
9 propf dure will have no weight with me, 
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or with any, who ever knew the grace of 
God in truth. 

And now, beloved reader, let me con« 
elude, with leaving it upon thy conscience 
to search for the truth of the gospel in the 
study of God's word, accompanied by pray** 
er, as thou wouldst search for hid treasure. 
I giye ttvfe this counsel, as expecting to 
meet thee at the day of Judgment, that our 
meeting may be with joy, and not with 
grief ; may the Lord incline thee to follow 
it, with that solemn sed!!^on full in view ! 
Time, how short ! eternity, how long ! life, 
how precarious and vanishing ! death, hpw 
certain ! the pursuits and employments of 
this present life, how vain, unsatisfying, tri* 
fling, and vexatious ! God's favour and eter- 
nal life, how unspeakably precious ! his 
wrath, the never quenched fire, and the 
never dying-worm, how dreadful \ Oh trifle 
not away thy span of life, in heaping up 
riches which shordy must be left forevor, 
and which profit not in the day of wrath 9 
in ^tich pleasures and amusements, as will 
issue in eternal torments ; or in seeking that 
16 
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l^loiy, which shall be swallowed up in ever- 
lasting infamy. Agree but with me in this ; 
that it is g^d to redetm thy preeious time, 
to labour for the meat, that enduretb unto 
everlasting life, and to attend principally to 
the one thing needful ; take but thy measure 
of truth, as well as duty from the word of 
God ; be willing to be taught of God, med- 
itate on his wo^day abd night ; let it be 
the light of thy tiet, and the hmlfem of thy 
paths ; and in studying it, lean not to thy 
own understanding, trust not implicitly to 
expositors and commentators, but ask wis- 
doiti and teachibg of God. And be not a 
Felix, saying, to thy serious apprehensions 
about thy soul ; ** Go thy way at this time, 
when I have a convehient season I will call 
for thee ;" lest death and judgment come 
before that season ; be not an Agrippa, an 
almost christian ; but seek to be altogether 
such, as the primitive christians were. I 
say agree but with me in these ]*easonable 
requests, and we shall at length agree in all 
things ; in many in this world ; in all, when 
' we hear the Son of God address us in these 



'to'' 



rX*^'^ ^ 



foregoing Narrative. 18 



f» 



rejoicing words, " Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the* world." 
May the Lord vouchsafe unto the writer, 
and to every reader of this book, that wis- 
doiti, which is from above ; that teaching of 
his Holy Spirit, which guides into the ways 
of peace ; that faith, which justifies ; that 
peace of God, which passeth understanding ; 
and that measure of sanctifying and strength- 
ening grace, which shall enable us to hold 
on, and hold out unto the end, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, as know- 
ing, that our labour shall not be in vain in 
the Lord. 
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The following Extract ufion reading the Scri/i-^ 
turesy Ufrom the Works of the ReVm D, Simp,^ 
«on. It is recommended to the serious attention 
of every one^ who has any regard for the sacred 
volume. 

Wbhk V says the Rev. and pious Mr. 
Simpson, ^ permitted to give my last dying ad- 
vice to the dearest friend^ I have in the world) it 
wonld be the same, which Dr, Johkson gave to 
his friend Sir Joshua Reynolds — Read toua 
Bible : — I only should add as above — Read it 
daily upon your knees with fervent prayer for di- 
vine illumination ; and rest not^ till you have im- 
bibed the spirit of it into the very frame and 
constitution of your soul, and transcribed the pre- 
cepts and example of Jesus into every part of 
your daily deportment of life. 

^' This should be the last dying advice, I say 
which I would give to the tenderest friend I have 
upon earih. And, if I should have no other op- 
portunity permitted me, I here leave it on record, 
in direct opposition to the obloquy of the irreli*- 
gious, and unbelieving world, as a legacy to my 
friends and the people among whom I have gone 
preaching iht Gospelj of inore real, intrinsic 
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On Reading the Scriptures. 
value> thJEin thda^ands of gbld and silver :-^Rbad 

TOUR BIBLES, AND READ, TILL TOU LOV£ TO 

READ. Prat oailt over them, and prat, 
TILL TOU LOVE TO PRAT. When the Scrifitures 
and Prayer beeome delightful, and the time 
spent therein seems soon expired^ then may you 
humbly suppose you have made some proficiency 
in the divine life. But if you can spend whole 
days together, M(ithout refreshing your soul with 
some portion of the Holy fVrinngs ; if you feci 
yourselves cold, remiss, and negligent in private 
prayer ; or if, when you read the Scrifitimesy and 
retire for devotion, you have little or no taste for 
the heavenly employ, but it appears irksome i^icP 
disagreeable, and, the time spent therein, tedious 
and wearisome, you may be assured, let your 
professions be what they may, and the sermons 
you hear ever so numerous, or ever so excellent, 
your soul is either wholly dead to things divine^ 
or you are in a backsliding and dangerous con- 
dition." 



A short List of BoOKSy recommended by Knoxy 
SimfisoTif and ottiers^ to the choice of ftersonsy 
fvho are not firofesaional students in Divinity^ 
but vfhoy occufded in worldly business^ read in 
the intervals^ for the sake of imfirnvement in 
piety and morality, 

SC0UGAl.*8 Life of God in the Soul of Man. 

Baxter's Saint's Everlasting Rest. 

Doddridge's Rise aud Progress. 

Watts on the Love of God. 

Howe's (Elizabeth) Devout Exercise of the Heart. 

Young*s Night Thoughts. 

Law's Serious Call tu a Devout and Serious Life. 

■ .Christian Perfection- 
Xhomas i Kempis on the ImitHtion of Jesus Clirist. 
Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress. 
Bishop Taylor's Holy Living and Dying. 
Archbishop Lcighton's Works. 
Lffe of Haty burton. 

Bog^e*8 Essays on the New Testament. 
Jennyns* Internal View of Religion. 
Mason's Self-Knowledge. 
Gibson*s Family Devotions. 
Nelson's Devotions. 
Zollikoffer's Pious Exercises. 
Knox's Christian Philosophy. 
" on the Sacrament. 

Henry on Prayer, abridged. 
Watts on Prayer 
Sacra Privata. 

Lives of Wilt ts and Doddridge. 
Wilberf»rce's View of Religion. 
Fuller's Writings. 
Edwards on the Religious Affections. 

■' ■ on Redemption' 
Rev. John Newton*s Writings. 
Fashionable World Displayed. 
Serrpons-Barder's Village— Rov. Samuel Davlcb'. 
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